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[image: image1.wmf]This course is framed by a simple contradiction. Race is real, yet it is a myth. Racial categories are very real social and cultural phenomena. They are rooted in history and culturally constructed through laws, the media, and various institutions. These categories are reproduced, subverted, and sometimes changed by people through socialization, media consumption, interaction, dialogue, protest, and political participation.  

Yet, what makes race real, animates it with so much power, and fosters its tenacious hold on much of the Western world’s collective psyche?  It is the fact that people largely believe that race has something to do with nature, biology, or rational science. Ironically, it is biology and so-called rational science that provides the best evidence that there is no valid basis to organize people by racial categories. 

In this course, we will focus on the discipline of anthropology and its role in shaping the cultural politics of race. We will explore both its historical construction and its contemporary manifestation as a crucial aspect of American culture and an integral component of people’s identity.

We will read original texts and contemporary analysis. 

Required Text: 

Lee D. Baker (1998) From Savage to Negro: Anthropology and the Construction of Race, 1896-1954. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Course Requirements:  You will be required to take three exams over the course of the semester. The exams will involve a take home essay, and in-class multiple choice/short answer tests. 

90-100 A 

79-75   C+

89-85   B+

74-70   C

84-80   B

69-60   D

No Credit: for less than 60 points

If you consistently come prepared and participate in class, you will get a bonus point (i.e. B+ to A-). Notice: The only way you can get a letter grade increase is if you consistently come to class and participate.


Course Protocol
Attendance:  Students are advised not to miss class -- this is a personal responsibility.  Roll will occasionally be taken to help me determine who earns a bonus point (I will tell you now, I usually take attendance on those days when not many people show up for class).  Lecture materials are also covered in the exams. 

Reading Assignments:  Reading assignments are to be completed and ready for discussion the day of class.  I will be calling on individuals to facilitate discussions. Please keep in mind that I have selected readings that build on each other. 

Assignment Schedule
The Myth of Race: Keeping it Real 

August 31: 

Screening of Race: The Power of an Illusion Vol. 1. 

_________________________________________________________
[image: image5.jpg]



September 5: 

Bell, Derrick (2000) Race, Racism, and American Law.  New York: Aspen. 

Chapter 1: The Nomenclature of Race

Graves, JL The Race Myth
Chapter 1: How Biology Refutes Our Racial Myths

Jonathan Marks (1997) Scientific and Folk Ideas about Heredity 

Alland, Alex (2002) Race in Mind. NY Palgrave

Chapter  3: Race: A Flawed Category [Optional Reading].

(Sorting Activity 1, bring your own laptop) 

September 7:

Jared Diamond (1994) Race without color  

 Page Image - PDF
Discover. Chicago: Nov 1994. Vol. 15, Iss. 11; p. 82 (8 pages)

Stephen Jay Gould (1994) The geometer of race  

 Page Image - PDF
Discover. Chicago: Nov 1994. Vol. 15, Iss. 11; p. 64 (6 pages)

Noah A. Rosenberg, et. Al (2002) Genetic Structure of Human Populations
Science 20 December 2002: Vol. 298. no. 5602, pp. 2381 - 2385 



(Sorting Activity 2)

_________________________________________________________
The Myth of Race: Sports vs. IQ  

September 12
Graves, JL The Race Myth
Chapter 6: Europeans, Not West Africans, Dominate the NBA

September 14
Entine, J (2000) Taboo: Why Black Athletes Dominate Sports and Why We’re Afraid to Talk About it. 

Chapter 1: Breaking the Taboo on Race and Sports

Chapter 3: By the Numbers

Chapter 15: The ‘Scheming, Flashy, Trickiness’ of Jews

Marks, J. (2000) The feckless quest for the basketball gene.  The New York Times (Op-Ed), Saturday April 8, p. A27.
_________________________________________________________
September 19
Alex Alland (2002) Race in Mind. NY Palgrave

Chapter  9: From Beyond our Borders

J.P. Rushton (2000). Race, evolution, and behavior: A life-history perspective (3rd Edition). Port Huron, MI: Charles Darwin Research Institute.

Chapter 6: Life History Theory

September 21
Marks, J. (2005) Anthropology and The Bell Curve.   In Why America's Top Pundits are Wrong: Anthropologists Talk Back, edited by C. Besteman and H. Gusterson. University of California Press, pp. 206-227. 

 Page Image - PDF
_________________________________________________________
September 26
EXAM #1

September 28
The Reality of Race: Capitalism + Democracy = Racism 

Screening of Race: The Power of an Illusion Vol. 2. 

_________________________________________________________
October 3
LD Baker, From Savage to Negro

Chapter 1 History and Theory of a Racialized Worldview

Derrick Bell (2000) Race, Racism, and American Law.  New York: Aspen. 

Chapter 2: American Racism and the Uses of History § 2.8 The Dred Scot Case  (39-44)

October 5
George Fredrickson  (2002) A Short History of Racism

Chapter 2 The Rise of Modern Racism(s)
_________________________________________________________
October 10 (fall break)

October 12 
The Reality of Race: Social Darwinism and the Science of White Supremacy
Screening of In The White Man’s Image
Gossett, TF (1968) Race: The history of an idea in America. New York: Schocken Books.

Chapter 7: Race and Social Darwinism

LD Baker, From Savage to Negro

Chapter 2: The Ascension of Anthropology as Social Darwinism
Haller, John S.    1971  Race and the Concept of Progress in Nineteenth Century American Ethnology. American Anthropologist 73:710-722.
_________________________________________________________
October 17 

Hoffman, Frederick L. (1896) Race Traits and Tendencies of the American Negro. American Economic Association 11(1, 2, 3):1-329. (Selections from Chapter 1 and 5). 
Smith, William B.   1905 The Color Line: A Brief in Behalf of the Unborn. New York: McClure, Phillips & Co. (Selections from Chapter1) 
Shaler, Nathan S. (1890) Science and the African Problem. Atlantic Monthly 66:36-45.
Baker, LD (2006) Forthcoming, “History of United States Anthropology” Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences

Baker, L. D. (2000)  Daniel G. Brinton's Success on the Road to Obscurity, 1890-99. Cultural Anthropology 15(3):394-423. [Optional]
Popular Culture, Entertainment, and Reproducing Stereotypes
October 19
Screening of Ethnic Notions

LD Baker, From Savage to Negro

Chapter 3: Anthropology in American Popular Culture

______________________________________________________
October 24
Bancroft, Hurbert H.

   1894 The Book of the Fair: An Historical and Descriptive Presentation of the World's Science, Art, and Industry, as Viewed Through the Columbian Exposition. Chicago: Bancroft
Chapter 20 “Anthropology and Ethnology” (skim but view images). 
Rudwick, Elliott M., and Meier August (1965)  Black Man in the "White City": Negroes and the Columbian Exposition, 1893. Phylon 26(4):354-361.
Hinsley, Curtis (1991) The World As Market Place: Commmodification of the Exotic at the World's Columbian Exposition, Chicago 1893. In Exhibiting Cultures: The Poetics and Politics of Museum Display. Ivan Karp, and Steven D. Lavine, eds. Pp. 345-365. Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press.
Visweswaran, Kamala (1998) Wild West Anthropology and the Disciplining of Gender. In Gender and American Social Science. Helen Silverberg, ed. Pp. 86-124. Princeton Princeton University Press. [optional]

Dexter, Ralph W. (1966) Putnam's Problems Popularizing Anthropology. American Scientist 54(3):315-332 [optional]

October 26
Exam #2

_________________________________________________________
Shifting a Paradigm, Shaping the Future
October 31
LD Baker, From Savage to Negro

Chapter 4: Progessive-Era Reform
Chapter  5: Rethinking Race
November 2
Claudia Roth Pierpont (2004) The Measure of America; Annals of Cultures. The New Yorker March 8, 2004 80(3):048

Boas, Franz (1895) Human Faculty As Determined by Race. Proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 43:301-327

Smith, William B.   1905 The Color Line: A Brief in Behalf of the Unborn. New York: McClure, Phillips & Co. (Selections from Chapter 4) 

Handler, Richard (1990) Boasian Anthropology and the Critique of Culture. American Quarterly 42:252-273. [optional]
_________________________________________________________
November 7
LD Baker, From Savage to Negro

Chapter 6: The New Negro
Chapter 7: Looking behind the Veil
Hurston, Zora N.(1934) Characteristics of Negro Expression. In the Negro; An Anthology Made by Nancy Cunard. Nancy Cunard, ed. Pp. 24-31. London: Nancy Cunard at Wishart & Co.

Hurston, Zora Letter to Franz Boas. October 20, 1929
Franz Boas Professional Correspondence, American Philosophical Association
_________________________________________________________
November 9
Science, Law, and New Formations of Race
Screening of Race: The Power of an Illusion vol. 3
LD Baker, From Savage to Negro

Chapter 8: Unraveling the Boasian Discourse

John Tehranian  (2000) Performing Whiteness: Naturalization Litigation and the Construction of Racial Identity in America. The Yale Law Journal, Vol. 109, No. 4.  pp. 817-848.

TAKAO OZAWA v. U S, 260 U.S. 178 (1922)

U.S. v. BHAGAT SINGH THIND, 261 U.S. 204 (1923)
_________________________________________________________
November 14
LD Baker, From Savage to Negro

Chapter 9: Anthropology and the 14th Amendment

Carter, Robert, Thurgood Marshall, and Spottswood Robinson (1952). Appendix to Appellants' Briefs: the Effects of Segregation and the Consequences of Desegregation: a Social Science Statement, Brown V. Board of Education. Washington: U.S. Supreme Court, October Term.

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 347 U.S. 483 (1954)
November 17

LDB in CA

Law, Science, and the Conspiratorial Backlash
Margolis, Howard   (1961) Science and Segregation: The American Anthropological Association Dips into Politics. Science 134(3493):1868.

Loftus, Joseph (1962) Virginia Debates Negro Abilities. New York Times Feb 18:62.
Haley, Alex   (1966) George Lincoln Rockwell: a Candid Conversation With the Fanatical Führer of the American Nazi Party. Playboy 13(4):71-74, 76-82, 154,156.
George Lincoln Rockwell, in his own words

http://www.americannaziparty.com/rockwell/materials/index.php
_________________________________________________________
November 21
White Privilege and the Maintenance of White Supremacy

 Exercise: Where Race Lives, a history of two families
Tim Wise (2003) Whites Swim in Racial Preference. AlterNet. Posted February 20, 2003.

Karen Brodkin (1994) How did Jews Become White Folks? In Race, edited by Steven Gregory and Roger Sanjek, Pp. 78-102. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press
November 23
Thanksgiving Break

_________________________________________________________
November 28
Is Race Real: A Web Forum hosted by the Social Science Research Council
Choose two articles to read, have them ready to discuss in class
Devah Pager and Bruce Western (2005)
Race at Work: Realities of Race and Criminal Record in NYC Job Market
Being a Black Man Washington Post Series (Read Articles and Browse Cite). 
American Anthropological Association  The Race Project (Choose two papers to read) 

November 30 
Last exam #3
_________________________________________________________
December 5 (last day of class)

Class discussion and debriefing (attendance is mandatory). 
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