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Semester Year Fall 2006

Block 2

Sociology Course Number 

Sociology 425

Topic of the Class

Montana Indian Tribal Government and Everyday Life

Course: Montana Indian Sovereignty 

Instructor:  Michael Joseph Francisconi, Ph.D.

Time/Place/Dates: Time: 8:30 – 11:30 Monday through Friday.  Room STC 008
Block 2 Dates September 25 – October 18, 2006

Office:  MH 303
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 1:00pm – 3:15 pm

Phone:  683-7328
e-mail:  m_francisconi@umwestern.edu
**** My office may not be physically accessible to all students.  If you have any difficulties with the location or the office hours, please see me and we will make other arrangements.

Course Goals:

In this course the student will be exposed to a general knowledge of Montana Indian society including how the various parts of a society interact and are connected. Particularly we will look Tribal Politics and Economics. General competing theories will be explored.

Course Requirements:

Each student will be required to 1) Attend all classes, handing in a daily question on assigned readings, 2) keep comprehensive notes on class discussions and research project, 3) read both texts, 3) write a Research Paper based, in part, on assigned texts (see below for explanation of the Research Paper Topics and requirements), 4) present a Research Project Presentation at the end of the block, 5) meet with an official UM-W tutor for the Research paper, 6) attend one of the “Avoiding Plagiarism” workshops given during the block.

Grading:

1. Attendance  




expected

2. *Written topic or questions for discussion (typed)
10%



3. Prepared class participation   


expected        




4. ** Research Project (based on your readings) 

90%

· The Research Paper will be based on your readings. It will be typed following the format of the addendum. Your paper will be turned in to me as directed.  

· A formal Oral Presentation is a part of the Research Process in this class.
· All parts of the above must be completed to receive a grade

* Each student will come in to each class with a neatly printed/typed question/topic for discussion based on the assigned readings in the assigned text for that day.

**This will be written or typed following the format instructions in this syllabus; your document will be turned in to me as directed. One draft of your paper will be due each week (if you know you will be gone on the due date for a draft, turn in the draft due before you leave in order to receive credit for that draft). Each draft MUST be seen by a UMW tutor BEFORE it is turned in to me.

Required Texts:
1. Book Tribal Government Today: Politics on Montana Indian Reservations ISBN 087081477X by James J. Lopach, Margery Hunter Brown, Richmond L. Clow University Press of Colorado
2. Blood Struggle: The Rise of Modern Indian Nations  by  Charles F. Wilkinson; W. W. Norton & Company 
 ISBN: 0393051498
Due Dates:

The book Tribal Government Today is the primary text used for this class. Blood Struggle is required but will be used as a reference.

September 29th first draft

October 6th second draft

October 13th third draft

October 16th and 17th Oral presentations

October 18th final paper
Required Research Paper Topic:

We will examine Politics and Economic and everyday life on Montana Reservations, playing close attention to the role of tribal government in Montana today. Each student will focus on one tribe or reservation and present a paper on the political sociology of that tribe.

Sources for Research Paper:

Required texts. Eacg student will do in depth research using the the resources of their chosen tribe or reservation. Official Tribal Web sites, phone interviews, written responses to specific questions via mail or e-mail to student questions of tribal officials, or personal interviews of tribal representatives.

Additional Important Items:

· Attendance is mandatory, as your class participation is central to both class discussion and the research projects. If an absence is necessary, it must be cleared with the instructor ahead of time; an additional assignment will be given which will be due upon the student’s return (this is in lieu of “make-up” work). If you will be absent on the day an assignment is due, you must hand it in the day before you leave. Attendance will be taken daily, and a daily grade will be given.

· Each student must bring a written question each day to class taken from the readings for that day and/or from a topical news article.

· Each day the class will be given class time to carry out supervised research and writing. See the following for the tentative daily schedule:

· PLEASE READ: If the instructor feels the class is not utilizing its research time according to his expectations, in-class research time will be terminated. Daily small group assignments will be given instead, and will be restricted to the STC 008 classroom. The small group assignments will be a part of the “prepared class participation” of the Grading section of this syllabus (page 1). See the requirements for small group work below the Formatting Addendum. All due dates for research papers will remain the same whether there is in-class research time or small group work. Remember only one student can cancel the in-class research time. Please monitor yourselves. 

· Each member of class will turn in a computer printed research project, following the format as stated in the research project Formatting Addendum which follows. The research project grade will be based upon 1) the instructor’s analysis, 2) the researcher’s self-analysis.

· It is essential for all students to see a tutor in the LACE (LLC 006) for EACH of their 3 drafts plus the final paper. The tutors keep a log, and inform the instructor who has received tutoring. 
Formatting Addendum
Research Project

You will need to have:

· Knowledge of MLA, APA or Chicago research paper styles. Some good writing handbooks are available, such as the one required by your English 102 class. Writing tutors are available through EOP in MH 216, and in the LACE in the LLC 006. Proof (from the tutors’ log) of having seen a tutor for EACH draft is REQUIRED.
· A final draft of 10 full pages in length (not counting cover page, end pages, or bibliography/references/works cited page.

· At least 6-15 different sources cited in your paper (depending on which research option you choose).  

· A computer printed final paper (save and keep a copy to a disk please—the instructor is not responsible for power outages, hard drive failure, lost papers, pet accidents, etc.), 1 inch margins, 12 point typeface (not bold) of Arial, Century, Courier New, or Goudy Old Style, double-spaced, with cover page and signed commitment (see attached for formatting example), introduction, body, conclusion, bibliography/references/works cited page, with appropriate documentation of your sources. (i.e. in-text parenthetical citations (MLA/APA), footnotes or endnotes (Chicago). Please see the attached cover page example.

· If in doubt about the format, writing style, etc. please talk to your instructor, or sign up for a writing tutor BEFORE the end of the second day of this block. Improperly formatted papers will be rejected. 

· Remember, we have only 1 week to complete each draft. You MUST begin your research and writing NOW.

· YOU MUST SEE A TUTOR FOR EACH DRAFT.

· Small group work may be assigned if the class does not utilize its research time according to instructor expectations

Small Group Responsibilities (if required):

· READ assigned texts before each class meeting.

· Come to each class prepared to DISCUSS assigned readings.

· DEVELOP study questions on assigned readings during each class meeting.

· Each member must SIGN OFF on the daily study questions.

· The daily study questions will be HANDED IN by the end of each class session.

Note:  Attendance and Small group discussion grades are tracked daily. If study questions are not received by the end of each class session, or if the study questions are inadequate, a grade of 0 (zero) will be entered for each member of your group for that day for both Attendance and Small group grades. You may check with the instructor during class for examples of adequate and inadequate questions.

Another Note: There are occasionally people in group situations who do not participate on a regular basis. The instructor will take no action regarding the participation or non-participation of group members. It is the responsibility of the group to make sure each individual in that group participates in an equal manner. If this does not happen, then it is also the responsibility of the group to “fire” the non-participants. It is recommended that this be done sooner rather than later during the course of the class, since those who are “fired” will of necessity need to form a smaller group of their own. Assignments and due dates will remain the same. Rules to Live By

1. Reading for understanding is to be willing to challenge oneself. Books that are hard to read or understand are good ways to learn new ways of thinking. No complaining; we are the intellectual version of Olympic athletes striving to expand our abilities.

2. Any and all criticisms of the professor, other students, the assigned readings or videos are to be based upon the content we are discussing and not on personalities or communication styles.

3. Interactions in the classroom, class discussions or even serious disagreements must follow principles of respect. No personal attacks. Listen until others have completed their thoughts before offering your opinions. Opinions must be based upon content, data, and researched theory and not simply a gut response.

4. Turn taking requires allowing everyone time enough to express her or his views. 

5. Deal with the topic at hand, no “wandering through the garden.” 

6.  If you choose not to participate, do not complain about those who do.

Myth, Science and Theory
Myth is a non-rational and sacred or intact folk explanation for the origins or creation of natural, supernatural, or cultural phenomena. These explanations are a matter of faith and not subjected to scientific or empirical inquiry.

Social Science is that application of the scientific method used to study people and society.

It is the systematic pursuit of knowledge by recognizing a problem, formulating a question in a way that can be stated in a hypothesis and empirically verified or rejected.

Theory is a working model that organizes our concepts of the empirical world in a systematic way, to help us guide further research and analyze the findings. All theory is based upon empirical variable facts. The strength of a theory is the skill in which it arranges information that can explain complex information in manageable form. It must contain empirical statements that can be tested, and explain a complex interaction of observable phenomena. Theory is not a guess that is a hypothesis. Theory is a factual statement.

Student Name

Title of Paper/Project

Name of course

Date 

I, ____________________________ , certify that this is a college-level paper. I have proofread it completely, corrected any spelling or grammatical errors, and have shown it to a UM-Western tutor at least twice. I have organized the material and tried to present it in as clear a manner as possible. I have used my own words throughout the paper, and have used supporting evidence from my sources. I have enclosed direct quotes in quotation marks and have indicated the source of all quotes and paraphrases. I understand that severe penalties will be assessed for sub-standard writing, use of other writers’ words instead of my own, and failure to meet the deadline set for this assignment.

