
Sociology 5355: U.S.-Mexico Borderlands in Change

Anthropology 4370: Studies in Anthropology

Fall 2003


TTh 4:30-5:50 PM


Old Main 110

Instructor: Josiah (Joe) Heyman

Email: jmheyman@utep.edu

Phone: 747-7356

Office Hours: MTWTh 10-12 or by appointment (please email at least one work day in advance)

Old Main 109

Instructor Availability:   I am happy to make appointments to meet with you.  The best way to reach me is by email.  Please email at least one work day in advance; I usually do *not* look at my email on weekends.  In any email, please write the subject of your message in the subject line and tell me who you are in the first line of your message.  

Course Requirements:
Take Home Exams (5 @ 16 % each; total = 80 %)
Take home exams will consist of 2-4 short essays that draw on your readings and class notes.  Answers may be in English or Spanish.  Exams are due in class on the day marked on the syllabus.  Late exams will not be accepted unless you contact me, strongly preferably before class, with a very solid reason; and a pattern of lateness or excuses will be reason for me to fail you in the course.  Citations to readings and page numbers must be complete and plagiarism (see below) will not be tolerated.  I may return student exams or individual answers to be rewritten until I am satisfied that the student merits an A or B.  More guidance on exam expectations will be distributed in class.

Collective Research Project (20%)
The students in the course will work together with the professor on a collective research project.  The subject matter will be people’s concepts of the good life and the good society on the U.S.-Mexico border.  We will develop this as we go along during the semester, and I will provide you with more specifics.  If you do not want to participate, you may petition me, and if I approve, I will allow you to do an independent research project.  For students who participate in the project, I will give you an individual grade based on (a) my assessment of the quality of your work; (b) your positive attitude, effort, and involvement in the project as a whole.  I won’t encourage students to criticize each other but I will track how students praise each other, in specific ways. This, hopefully, will discourage people from “slacking” on the shared project.

Attendence and Participation Multiplier
Your grade will be multiplied by a factor between 0 and 1.0 depending on attendence and participation, e.g., if you attend 70% of the time and receive an 80 from exams, bibliography, and the paper, you will receive a 56, or an F, in the course.
Participation is an essential part of the course and an important part of your grade.  You must have completed the readings by the due date listed on the syllabus.  Participation includes being prepared to answer questions from the professor and fellow students, raising points and questions on your own initiative, being prepared to lead discussion on topics as assigned by the instructor, and working actively with fellow students.  You must attend class regularly.  Attendance will be collected in every class.  Two absences are excused (not counted in the participation multiplier); more than two absences will reduce your participation multiplier from 1.0 down to 0.  By the end of the course, all students who are prepared and interested will get a 1.0 participation multiplier but students who do not participate (who avoid the class, who are not ready when called on, or who participate in a negative way) will be hurt significantly in their grade.  Classroom discussion is in English.

Policies:
Attendance
It is very important that you come to class every day.  What we do in class represents a large part of what you learn from this class.  Your success will depend on in-class discussions about readings.  Failure to attend class will result in a failing grade; success in attending class and participation while there will be an important part of a good grade.  Each student is allowed two absences before it affects your grade, and roll will be taken in every class.  Important: Tardiness or lack of preparation may count as an absence from the class

Late Work
All assignments must be ready by their due date or your grade will go down.  Please have assignments ready to hand in at the beginning of class.  Late assignments may be reduced in grade or not accepted at the discretion of the instructor.  Don't risk it!  There are no make-ups; it is better to turn in assignments in advance than late, if you know you will miss a class.

Plagarism and Cheating
You will write all of your papers and other assignments yourself, and you will cite sources and quote people appropriately.  We will address appropriate citing of sources in class.  IMPORTANT: Any indication that you are submitting someone else's work or that you are adopting statements or ideas of another person without appropriate acknowledgement will have serious repercussions.  Any such activity will be reported to the Dean of Students who will initiate disciplinary proceedings.

Students with Disabilities
Please be aware that the Disabled Student Services (Union East, room 106, Tel. 747-5148) provides a program of support and advocacy services to students with disabilities.  Come and talk with the instructor if you need additional support because of a disability. 

Grades:
A = 90% plus

B= 80-89.9%

C = 70-79.9%

D = 60-69.9%

F= 59.9% and below

Texts (all available in the bookstore except handouts distributed in class):
David E. Lorey, The U.S.-Mexico Border in the Twentieth Century (Scholarly Resources, 1999)

Oscar J. Martínez, Border People: Life and Society in the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands (University 
of Arizona Press, 1994)

Pablo Vila, Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and Narrative 
Identities on the U.S.-Mexico Frontier, (University of Texas Press, 2000)

María Patricia Fernández-Kelly, For We are Sold, I and My People: Women and Industry in 
Mexico’s Frontier, (SUNY Press, 1983)

Joseph Nevins, Operation Gatekeeper: The Rise of the “Illegal Alien” and the Making of the 
U.S.-Mexico Boundary, (Routledge Press, 2002)

Chad Richardson, Batos, Bolillos, Pochos, and Pelados: Class and Culture on the South Texas 
Border, (University of Texas Press, 1999).

Readings handed out in class as marked below.

Syllabus

General Introduction/Course Description

At the U.S.-Mexico border, diverse cultures meet, mix, and create. The future of two nations can be seen in major social changes taking place at the border. The course offers an introduction to this increasingly important region, and a good way for people with experience at the border to strengthen their tools for understanding and practice. The course has four goals: 1) to provide objective factual knowledge about the social and cultural composition of the U.S.-Mexico border region as a background to major public issues such as immigration, global industrialization, cultural diversity, transnationalism, poverty, and progress; 2) to examine the human side of those issues, paying close attention to the lives of individual people in the borderlands; 3) to place those individual lives in broader social and cultural frameworks that connect Mexico and United States; and 4) to allow students to clarify their values by exploring the many sides of these human issues.

Each course unit includes material in each unit so that students will understand the fundamental issues, along with representative details and examples. A brief outline of the course follows:

   1. Border Region History and Geography

   2. Nationality, Ethnicity, and Orientation to the Border

   3. Seeing Complicated Issues from Multiple Perspectives: U.S.-Mexico Migration

   4. Work and Working People on Two Sides of the Border

   5. Other Borders: The U.S.-Mexico Border in Comparative Perspective

   6. Understanding Life Stories in the Border Setting

   7. Individual Research Paper (Topic: Border Migration)

Each unit will consist of 2-3 lessons, including readings with on-line guidelines and checkpoints, on-line discussion, and self-check quizzes. Discussion participation will be needed; there will be a group project analyzing life histories late in the course; and the re will be a final individual research paper using on-line resources.

At the end of the course, the student will be able to:

    * Use history and geography as a framework for understanding the border and analyzing border lives.

    * Understand border identities, including nationality, ethnicity, and class, and apply them to analyzing border lives.

    * Understand border orientations (nationalist/binationalist; unicultural/bicultural) and apply them to analyzing border lives.

    * Recognize and analyze multiple, often conflicting, perspectives on border issues.

    * Apply the "multiple perspective" approach to U.S.-Mexico migration and know objective facts, humanistic understandings, and policy options for that issue.

    * Use the tools of "culture" and "social structure" to understand border working people, especially those facing poverty, low wages, low or no benefits, and discrimination in public.

    * Use comparisons to other borders to understand two important topics:

          o Border symbols and politics.

          o Border consumption, commerce, smuggling, and other cross-border transactions.

Course Communications and Problem Solving

Dr. Heyman can be contacted at jmheyman@utep.edu. You should allow 24 hours for response to an e-mail during weekdays and 72 hours for a response to e-mail over the weekend. Please e-mail the professor only about content questions or personal matters that affect a student's ability to complete coursework(such as illness ). For technical help, see below. Because of the time delay in responding to e-mails, especially over weekends, it is important for the student to examine content (readings, paper assignments, etc. well in advance of due dates and promptly send e-mails to the professor. The professor will monitor discussion areas once each weekday and once on weekends.

Technical Help:

If you have computer problems or any other technical questions, please use the Embanet support service. They are very helpful. Embanet is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at www.embanet.com/help/UTTC.htm. By phone, you can call 1-866-329-2988 (toll free) or 1-419-494-6622, ext. 1 (long distance). Additional technical information is available at the TeleCampus web site, www.telecampus.utsystem.edu.

Students can post questions and answers (either content or technical) on the "help board." One extra credit point will be given to students for each act of helping other students on the help board (one point for each timely, helpful reply). The professor will also post answers to questions of generalinterest on the "help board."

The course will be taught through the BlackBoard system utilized by the UTTC. An orientation to the system can be found at the UTTC website, www.telecampus.utsystem.edu

Effective participation in the course requires that registrants have access to computers at the minimum level of Windows 2000 with Internet Explorer 5.5 or Netscape 7.1, or Macintosh OS X.3 with IE 5.2 or Netscape 7.1. Broadband (cable modem, satellite, or high-speed internet connections are preferred, though a dial-up modem of at least 56kb will work). Every effort will be made to keep large size computer files to a minimum for those who do not have access to high-speed/broadband internet.

Course Work

Course activities will consist of reading, written discussions posted on discussion boards, and long written assignments. In general, it is expected that the course will require approximately nine hours each week, including reading, exercises, discussions, and all other activities.

Using the Lessons/Reading Guide. The goal of each lesson is to give you a guideline for close, detailed reading of the books; this takes the place of lecture from the professor. Take advantage of it! It will make a big difference in discussion and on your papers, as this level of detail and understanding is what I am looking for. Please note: you do not need to write out answers to the questions (unless that would help you personally) and you do not need to submit the answers to the professor. Instead, you should review the questions before you read each set of pages indicated in the book, and have the questions by your side as you read. Not every question can be answered directly in the reading; some are there to make you think or to point out implications rather than direct statements.

Discussion: Each registrant is required to participate in on-line discussion as an individual. Each lesson will require students to write at least 200 words in response to a question or set of questions. They will be provided at the top of each discussion forum as it is opened for the week. Each student will also reply to the entries of the other students (at least one extended comment [50 words or more] and one brief follow-up for each question). The deadlines for discussion postings are listed in the calendar. Please note that there are two deadlines: one for the 200 word response ("main discussion question due") and one for replies to other students ("discussion board closes"). I will not read discussion items posted after the due date/time. Please plan your work time carefully.

Discussion postings must be in English to ensure mutual communication among participants. Words/phrases in Spanish should be translated in parentheses.

These discussion postings will focus on your ideas about the readings, not on summaries. Discussion postings will be graded according to the following criteria:

    * Does the commentary show evidence of having read the material?

    * Does the commentary show evidence of thinking about the reading beyond just summarizing it? (This may include extension to new circumstances/other readings, contradictory evidence, internal (in)consistency, and analyses of assumptions.)

    * Does the commentary include relevant evidence to support its own argument?

Each discussion session is worth 60 points as follows: 54-60 points are given for extensive, knowledgeable, and thoughtful discussion; 48-53 points for capable knowledge with less evidence of critical or deep thinking; 42-47 points for mostly correct, but incomplete, knowledge, partial mistakes, or incompletely thought-out discussion; 36-41 points for minimally correct and involved discussion; and zero points for completely unprepared discussion or no discussion.

The standard practice ("netiquette") for participation in networked discussion requires that all participation be focused on the topic at hand, not become personalized, and be substantive in nature. (Translation: you may certainly disagree with others, and I hope you do, but you must do so respectfully; you may express strong beliefs or emotions, but you may not get so carried away that you lose all perspective on the course itself.)

Periodic Papers: Each paper's topic will be announced well in advance on the course announcements. Papers are worth 120 points, except for the final individual paper (see below). Papers should be approximately 4-6 pages, double spaced, submitted by the due date through the assignment function on Blackboard as a Word or rich text format (RTF) document. Papers are graded on the basis of knowledge of all of the relevant material in the assigned readings and lessons/reading guides; excellent selection of one or several main arguments; excellent supporting arguments that extend, exemplify, or justify the main arguments; and excellent choice of supporting evidence. Use of ideas learned in discussion is encouraged. Papers written in your own words will be given a higher grade than ones made up heavy of direct quotations. Light, relevant use of quotations is acceptable. Length depends very much on what you have to say, and you are expected to have a lot to say after having done the "close readings" in the lessons and after participating actively in discussions (including reading and learning from other students and the professor in discussions)

Analysis of Life Stories: A set of life stories from Martínez will be assigned to people by the professor via announcements. Guidelines for their analysis will be given in advance. Analysis will require 2-4 pages per life story. Results are to be uploaded through the assignment function on Blackboard as a Word or RTF file and also posted to a discussion board created for this purpose. This assignment is worth 120 points, the equivalent of a periodic paper.

Major Individual Research Paper: Students will be given more detailed guidelines on this assignment via the class announcement, including grading criteria. The paper will be 15-20 pages, double-spaced, Word or RTF file, submitted through the assignment function on Blackboard by the due date. The value of this paper will be 400 points. Your grade on the paper includes complying with all of the stages and deadlines; you will be penalized significantly for missing these milestones.

Periodic papers and the individual research paper may be submitted to the professor in Spanish or English. Life story analyses must be posted in English.

Grades and Course Policies

Grades will be calculated on the basis of the following formula:

  
Syllabus quiz 
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@


20 
  
= 
20 pts

  
Discussion participation 
13 


@


60 
each 
= 
780 pts

  
Papers (including life history) 
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@


120 
each 
= 
840 pts

  
Major paper 
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@


400 
  
= 
400 pts


  
  
  
2040 pts

Students may access their grades in the UTTC gradebook at uttc.blackboard.com

The grading scale for the course is:

1800-2040 
A 
 

1600-1799 
B 
 

1400-1599 
C 
 

1200-1399 
D 
 

0-1199 
F 
 

Work submitted formally (Papers, Life Story Analyses, Major Paper) will be evaluated for content and for standard grammar and style. Contributions to discussions will be permitted somewhat greater deviation from standard practice for formal submission.

Standard practices of academic integrity are required in the course. All material submitted must be the student's own work. Ideas and expressions cited from the work of others must be credited appropriately. The course will follow the University of Texas at El Paso 's policies on academic honesty. These policies can be found at

http://studentaffairs.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=4386

While the course will be largely conducted in an asynchronous mode (students can participate and submit work from anywhere at any hour of the day), it is not a self-paced course. The schedule below will be strictly adhered to, both in the activities for each unit and in the submission of work. Students are responsible for reading all instructions and assignments carefully, and for paying special attention to due dates.

Attendance in an on-line course consists of prompt fulfillment of all class activities. Students are responsible for reading all assignments in the time frame indicated and completing all activities (discussions, papers) within the announced time span. Each lesson will expire one week after its activation date and cannot be accessed after that. Exceptions will be made only for documented medical emergencies.

Due dates/deadlines: All deadlines are on the course schedule. Late assignments will be penalized 20percent of the total possible points for each day late. If the assignment is more than two days late, it will be given a grade of zero.

  
Textbooks

Lorey, David E., The U.S.-Mexican Border in the Twentieth Century (Scholarly Resources, 1999) ISBN 0-8420-2756-4

Martínez, Oscar J., Border People (Univ. of Arizona Press, 1994) ISBN 0-8165-1414-3

Richardson , Chad , Batos, Bolillos, Pochos, and Pelados, (Univ. of Texas Press, 1999) ISBN 0-292-77090-1

Davidson, Miriam, Lives on the Line, ( Univ. of Arizona Press, 2000) ISBN 0-8165-1998-6

Chavez, Leo R., Shadowed Lives, 2nd Ed. (Wadsworth1998) ISBN 0-15-508089-X

Note: Your assignment will require use of the 2nd Edition .

Donnan, Hastings , and Thomas M. Wilson, Borders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation and State, (Berg, 1999) ISBN 1-85973-246-1

For students on the UTEP campus, these books can be purchased at the UTEP bookstore. Students in other locations can order them at www.amazon.com or www.barnesandnoble.com.

Supplementary web sites, with URLs, will be given in the appropriate unit.

Course schedule (assignments, due dates, etc.)

Please see the Course Schedule link on the left-side navigation menu.

COURSE SCHEDULE
All reading must be done before class on the day it is listed on this syllabus!  All assignments are due in class on the day listed in the syllabus.  In other words, the days listed below are always the due date!!!
Note: A schedule for the research project will be handed out separately.
Week 1
Aug. 26 First day of class; course introduction

Aug. 28 Read Lorey, Intro and Chaps 1-4

Week 2
Sept. 2 Read Lorey, Chaps. 5-7

Sept. 4 Read Heyman (Journal of the West; Journal of Political Ecology) handed out in class. Border historical frameworks discussion.  Take home exam 1 distributed.
Week 3
Sept. 9 Read Martínez, pp. xv-xx, 3-25, 59-138, & 45-49 (passages on Native Americans)

Sept. 11 Read Vila Intro and Chaps. 1-2

Week 4
Sept. 16 Read Vila Chaps 3-4.  

Sept. 18 no class
Week 5
Sept. 23 No class
Sept. 25 Read Vila Chaps. 5-6.  Take home exam 2 distributed.
Week 6
Sept. 30 Read Fernández-Kelly Chaps 1-3 

Oct. 2 Read Fernández-Kelly Chaps 4-6.  Take home exam 1 due.
Week 7
Oct. 7 Read Fernández-Kelly Chaps 7-9

Oct. 9 Read Salzinger (in Vila, ed.) handed out in class

Week 8
Oct. 14 Read excerpts from Kopinak (Chaps. 1, 7), handed out in class

Oct. 16 finish maquiladora discussion.  Take home exam 3 distributed.
Week 9
Oct. 21 Read Nevins Chaps. 1-3, Chávez (Chap. 3) handed out in class

Oct. 23 Read Nevins Chaps. 4-5.  Take home exam 2 due.

Week 10
Oct. 28 Read Nevins Chaps. 6-8

Oct. 30 Read Dunn (pp. 19-33, Chap. 4) handed out in class

Week 11 
Nov. 4 Read Heyman (superexploitation article) handed out in class

Nov. 6 finish border law enforcement discussion.  Take home exam 4 distributed.
Week 12
Nov. 11  Read Martínez pp. 141-249.  

Nov. 13  Read Martínez pp. 251-302.  Take home exam 3 due.
Week 13
Nov. 18  Continue Martínez discussion.  Take home exam 5 distributed.
Nov. 20 no class
Week 14
Nov. 25 Read Richardson Introduction, Chaps. 1-3.

Nov. 27  No class--Thanksgiving
Week 15
Dec. 2 Read Richardson Chaps. 5-8.  Take home exam 4 due.
Dec. 4 Read Richardson Chap. 4 

Finals week
Dec. 10, 5 PM Take home exam 5 due in Joe Heyman’s mailbox in Old Main 106.

