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This course explores anthropological approaches to some of the important social issues that Americans face today in the areas of health care, preserving the environment, poverty and welfare policy, immigration, balancing work and family, and cultural preservation. The focus will be on New Mexico and the Southwest and how families, organizations and local communities (including Native Americans, Hispanos, Anglos and recent immigrant populations)  are forging strategies to deal problems in these areas. 

We will begin the semester with a discussion of Public Anthropology and new approaches to collaborative research. Then we will examine the political and economic forces that have shaped the United States and New Mexico over the past thirty years: the devolution of federal funds to local communities, neoliberal economic policies, economic restructuring, and globalization.  The next few weeks we will examine issues relating to the work place and family life, poverty, welfare, and health. Then we will turn to issues of land, water, and the environment. Toward the end of the course we will deal with issues of family and community integration and preservation by looking at immigrant populations, Native American museums, and video documentation.  Finally, we will also look at how courts deal with the problematic relationship between gender and violence. 

We will draw on the expertise of a number of UNM faculty and graduate students who will be guest speakers and provide us with insights as to how larger political 

Reading will be placed in the Clark Field Archive (first floor of the Anthropology Building) and on Electronic Reserve in Zimmerman. Students will select an issue in which they are interested,  prepare a bibliography and conduct preliminary reading for a short mid-term report (due October 10). A final paper exploring how families, organizations or communities are dealing with a critical issue of the students choice will be due during Final’s week.  

Week 1
Tuesday, August 22- Introduction 

Thursday, August 24- Collaborative Anthropology

Lamphere, Louise

       2004    “The Convergence of Applied, Practicing and Public Anthropology in the 

 
        21st Century,” Human Organization 63:4 (Winter): 431-443. 

               2003    “Perils and Prospects for an Engaged Anthropology: A view from the U.S.”              (2002 Plenary address of the meetings of the European Association of Social            Anthropology. Social Anthropology 11 (2): 143-51. 

Week 2- The National Context- Neoliberalism, Devolution and Economic Restructuring
Tuesday, August 29

           Harvey, David

    2005    “Introduction” to A Brief History of Neoliberalism. Oxford: Oxford 



University Press.

Holland, Dorothy et al 

     2007     “Local Politics and the Contemporary American Scene,” Chapter 6 in  Local         Democracy Under Siege: Public Interests and Private Politics in a Neoliberal         Age. New York: New York University Press.

Thursday, August 31  Economic Restructuring and Industrialization in New Mexico 
          

            Lamphere, Louise, Patricia Zavella, Felipe Gonzales, with Peter Evans

      1994    Sunbelt Working Mothers . Ithaca: Cornell University Press  Chapter                                   2.

Lamphere, Louise and Patricia Zavella

        1996   (Women's Resistance in the Sunbelt: Anglo and Mexican American                                  Women Respond to Managerial Control,( in  Elizabeth Higgenbotham and                         Mary Romero eds., Women and Work:  Race, Ethnicity and Class,   pp. 76-                       100.  Beverly Hills: Sage Publications. Co-Author Patricia  Zavella. 

Week 3-Issues Concerning Work and Family 

Tuesday, September 5

The rise of the Dual Worker Family

Sunbelt Working Mothers  Chapter 3- 

Thursday, September 7- The Service Economy

           Stack, Carol

  2001    “Coming of Age in Oakland” in Judith Goode and Jeff Maskovsky

The New Poverty Studies: The Ethnography of Power, Politics, and Impoverished People in the United States. New York: NYU Press.

Assignment: (1) Bring to class a two page summary of all the jobs you have held. Include in your list the dates of your employment, your employer, how you got the job, your hours, pay, and benefits. In a sentence or two evaluate the job and summarize the pluses and minuses.

(2) On a separate sheet of paper outline three critical issues that, on the basis of your own employment experience (and that of your family members), face workers today. These can be about the job itself, issues of combining work and family life, or the impact of jobs on health and well-being.  

Week 4- Poverty 
Tuesday, September 12-

       Goode, Judth and Jeff Maskovsky

2001
 “Introduction”, in Judith Goode and Jeff Maskovsky

The New Poverty Studies: The Ethnography of Power, Politics, New York: NYU Press.

 Thursday September 14- Urban Redevelopment and Poverty in Albuquerque

Claudia Issac, Associate Professor, School of Architecture and Urban Planning, UNM

         Reading to be announced

Week 5- Homelessness and Housing

Tuesday, September 19- Housing the Homeless

Guest: UNM Anthropology Department Ph.D. Mike Robertson who now

works for the City of Albuquerque. 

          Reading to be announced

Begin Office Appointments for Midterm Essay
Welfare Reform
        


Thursday, September 21

       Goode, Judith

              2002    “ From New Deal to Bad Deal”In Catherine Kingfisher Western                                                   Welfare in Decline: Globalization and Women’s Poverty. Philadelphia:                                        University  of Pennyslvania Press.

       Horton, John and Linda Shaw

              2002    “Opportunity, Control and Resistance: Living Welfare Reform in Los                                          Angeles  County” In Francies Fox Piven, Joan Acker, Margaret Hallock and                               Sandra Morgen, editors, Work, Welfare and Politics. Eugene: University of                                Oregon  Press.

 Assignment: Attend symposium on El Rio in SUB or attend September 23 activities at 

Maxwell Museum on Rio Grande. Write 2 pages on environmental issues, culture and the Rio Grande (Details in handout). 



Week 6- Welfare Reform (continued)
 Tuesday, September 26 Living with Welfare Reform and Getting out of Poverty

       Institute for Women’s Policy Research

              2006     “Findings: The Struggle to Access Higher Education” from Resilient and 

                  
Reaching for More: Challenges and Benefits of Higher Education for Wel-

Fare Participants and their Children. Washington D.C.: IWPR.

       Louise Lamphere

              2005      “Carol’s Adolescence and Motherhood” from Weaving Together Women’s

           Lives.  Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. 

        Morgen, Sandra et. al.

              2003       Case material on Oregon Women leaving TANF. 


The Health Care System- Medicaid Reform in New Mexico 

Thursday, September 29

            Lamphere, Louise

               2005    “Providers and Staff Respond to Medicaid Managed Care: The Unintended                                      Consequences of Reform in New Mexico. Medical Anthropology Quarterly                                    19:1:3-25. 

       Lopez Leslie

               2005    “De Facto Disentitlement in an Information Economy: Enrollment Issues in                Medicaid Managed Care.” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 19:1: 26-46.

       Boehm, Deborah A.

               2005     “The Safety Net of the Safety Net: How Federally Qualified Health Centers                                     ‘Subsidize’ Medicaid Managed care. Medical Anthropology Quartery                                              19:1:47-63. 

Week 7: The Health Care System- Behavioral Health in New Mexico 

Tuesday, October 3

Wagner, William G.

2005 “Confronting Utilization Review in New Mexico’s Medicaid Mental Health System: The Critical Role of “medical Necessity” Medical Anthropology

Quarterly 19:64-83.

Willging Cathleen E.

2005 “Power, Blame, and Accountability: Medicaid Managed Care for Mental Health Serices in New Mexico” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 19:84-102.

Thursday October 5- The New Behavioral Health Reform

Guest: Cathleen Willging, Anthropology Ph.D. and Researcher, Behavioral

Health Research Center of the Southwest

Week 8- Land and the Environment

Tuesday October 10- Native American Landscapes and Federal Oversight

Guest: Joe Watkins, Associate Professor of Anthropology, UNM

      
Reading to be announced

Midterm essay and literature review due

Thursday October 12- Fall Break

Week 9- Land and Water Issues
Tuesday October 17- Hispanic Land Grants

Guest: Felipe Gonzales, Chair, Department of Sociology UNM

Reading to be announced

Thursday October 19- Water Issues in Northern New Mexico

 

Guest: Sylvia Rodgriguez, Professor of Anthropology, UNM

Reading to be announced

Week 10- Environment- Discussion of Issues

Tuesday October 24

      Discussion of land, water, and environmental issues

Immigration
   

Thursday October 26- The New Immigration

    Background chapter on the new immigration  

    Boehm, Deborah- Dissertation Chapter

Week 11- Immigration (continued)
Tuesday, October 31

    Guest speaker: New immigrants in New Mexico

Thursday, November 2- The Second Generation

     
Guest: Christina Getrich, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Anthropology UNM

Week 12-
Tuesday, November 7- Community Preservation in the City

Guest: Sean Bruna, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Anthropology UNM

Student Research and Service Learning Project in Barelas, Albuquerque

Reading to be announced

Thursday, November 9- Cultural Preservation and Community Museums

Guest: Brian Vallo, Director, Sky City Cultural Center, Acoma

Reading: Living Homes: Native American Perspectives on Creating Community Museums, ed. Karen Coody Cooper and Nicolasa Sandoval. National Associaton

of the American Indian. 

Week 13- 

Tuesday, November 14-Activism and Film Documentation

   
Guest: Beverly Singer, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology UNM

Reading to be announced

Thursday, November 16 - AAA meetings

Week 14-
Tuesday, November 21

Discussion

Thursday, November 23- Thanksgiving

Week 15- Gender and Violence
Tuesday, November 28

   
Guest Speaker: Adriana Ramirez, Ph.D. candidate, Department of Anthropology

UNM 

Reading to be announced

Thursday, November 30, Tuesday, December 5, Thursday, December 7

Student Presentations

Requirements:

Reading and Participation in discussion

Go to El Rito events and write up 

Mid terms exploration of literature on an issue- 5 pages- 30%

Attendance colloquia series

Final Project-50%


