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Language and Power

ANTH 4370 (CRN: 32434)

SOCI 3341 (CRN: 32435)
Dept. of Sociology/Anthropology, Univ. of Texas at El Paso
Summer I, 2007

Professor:
Dr. Aurolyn Luykx, aluykx@utep.edu
Office:

Old Main #305
Phone:

(915) 747-6593
Office Hours:
after class or by appt.

Course Description: This course will explore how patterns of linguistic behavior reflect, reproduce and potentially disrupt social power inequities related to nationality, class, ethnicity, age, and gender. The ways people talk (and their attitudes toward the speech of others) are linked to ideologies of status and stigma, that constrain people’s access to particular social spaces, goods, and decision-making processes. In this way, language serves as a tool through which the powerful maintain their position within existing social hierarchies. We will look at examples ranging from one-on-one conversations between men and women, to the use of language in mass media, to official language policies. Students will also carry out their own analysis of a text of their choosing

The course is designed for highly motivated, upper-level students who are interested in how language reflects, reinforces, and potentially disrupts power inequities in society. Prior background in descriptive linguistics or discourse analysis is helpful but not required.
Required texts:

Fairclough, N. Language and Power (1989/2001). New York: Longman.

Course packet of supplemental readings (available on WebCT and at Paper Chase, 2900 N. Mesa).

Evaluation: Final course grades will be based on the following:

1) Attendance (10%). Because of the compressed nature of the course, you should think of each day as equivalent to a week of a normal class. If you have more than one unexcused absence, the highest grade you can get will be a B. More than 3 unexcused absences will cause you to fail or be withdrawn from the course.
2) Participation (15%). This includes participation in class discussions as well as (non-graded) short assignments done in class, at home, or on-line. 

3) Reading quizzes: (15%). You should count on doing an on-line quiz every day for this class. Quizzes will be brief (10-20 minutes) and are mainly intended to keep you on track with the readings, and to emphasize that “being present” means coming to class prepared, not just occupying a seat. The quiz for each day’s readings must be completed on WebCT prior to that day’s class.
4) Two exams: (20% each).  The midterm and the final will cover course readings and class lectures/ discussions. The final will not be cumulative. 

5) Original analysis of a text of your own choosing: (20%). Details will be given in class.

You should drop this class if…

You do not plan to attend every class. Attendance is required and essential to your performance; furthermore, several of the required assignments will be done in-class.

Regular Internet access presents a problem for you. This is an intensive course and things will move fast. In order to help you stay on track, I will assign an online reading quiz every day. This will be short and fairly easy, but will require you to log on to the course website every day. I will also use WebCT to make announcements and communicate with you via email. If you do not have reliable internet service at home, there are computer labs available for your use on campus.

You are not prepared to read 30-40 pages a day. The reading load will vary from day to day, but in general will correspond to what one should expect for an upper-level college class. If you do not keep up with the reading, you will not be able to complete the quizzes or the in-class assignments. The readings will be engaging and I will guide you through them, but you must put in the time to read them.

You will do well in this course if you…

- Put in the time. You should expect to spend an hour outside of class for every hour of class time. Check the class website regularly and keep up with the material. 

- Do all the assigned readings thoroughly and on schedule. Ask questions about points that are unclear. DO NOT waste the class’s time by asking questions about readings you didn’t do. If you have trouble understanding the readings or you want to delve deeper into some topic, come see me.

- Come to class prepared to participate. Feel free to ask questions, comment on the readings, challenge statements made by the professor or a classmate, etc. Your involvement and participation are vital both to your own academic performance and to the quality of the course. Although our large class size is not very conducive to whole-class discussions, comments from the floor are always welcome.

- Keep complete and well-organized notes. Write legibly, highlight important points, and review your notes after class to fill in details while they’re fresh in your mind. After finishing a reading, make a brief outline of each article or chapter you read; these will help you study for exams later. If you must miss a class, get the notes from a classmate; if the notes are unclear, seek clarification from your classmates or the professor.

- Mark up your course texts. If your course texts are clean and pristine by the end of the course, you probably wasted your money. If you don’t like to use highlighters on your books, Post-it notes or book tabs are a good way to mark points for later discussion in class. 

- Review, rehash, re-write. Your ability to read with comprehension, think about what you’ve read, discuss your thoughts with others, and express yourself clearly in writing are among the most important benefits of your college education; cultivate these skills. Take advantage of the Tutoring Center in the library to help you edit your papers before turning them in; better yet, pair up with a classmate so you can review and proofread each other’s work.

- Develop an interest in the subject. Good students are engaged students, interested in ideas and in broadening their knowledge; poor students are those with no interest in anything outside their own world. Boredom is a sign of closed-mindedness and ignorance; curiosity and intellectual enthusiasm are signs of intelligence. Discussing readings and assignments with your classmates will make the material more interesting and will also help your grades.

- Manage your time. Things will move fast in this course, so don’t allow yourself to fall behind. DO NOT leave assignments till the last minute. “I couldn’t get online this morning” is not an excuse for missing a deadline. I will strive to give sufficient time for assignments, provide clear guidelines for completing them, and weight them such that no one assignment will cause you to fail the course. 
- Come see me early on if you are having trouble. With 35-40 students, it is hard to monitor each individual’s progress; therefore, you are responsible for seeking help if you need it.

If all else fails… Sometimes, despite the best of intentions, unforeseen events make it impossible to fulfill the obligations we’ve taken on. If you find yourself in such a situation, come speak to me. I would much rather facilitate an academic withdrawal for you than have you fail the course.

Standards of classroom behavior: 

In a class this size, it takes effort and concentration to stay organized, engaged, and on-task. Adherence to standards of respectful behavior will help us get the most out of our time together.

Be punctual. Class begins promptly at 9:20. If you know in advance that you must arrive late or leave early, show consideration for your classmates by sitting near the door, in the back half of the classroom. 

Turn off your cell phone. For emergencies, you may put your phone on vibrate, but you must leave the classroom before taking the call.

Keep off-task conversation to a minimum. Excessive social conversation during class shows disrespect for your professor and your classmates. There will be plenty of opportunities for active participation and small-group work; you will not have to sit through hour-long lectures. Thus, I expect you to stay focused on what we are doing until class is dismissed.
UTEP Statement on Academic Integrity:

“UTEP students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity. It is imperative that students understand the regulations pertaining to academic integrity and that all faculty insist on adherence to these standards. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, taking an examination for another person, and any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student. Proven violations may result in sanctions ranging from disciplinary probation, to a failing grade on the work in question, to a failing grade in the course, to suspension or dismissal, among others.”

http://libraryweb.utep.edu/start/getting_started.cfm?page=plagiarism 

The above website below has links to: definitions of plagiarism and cheating, as well as interactive scenarios of issues you might be faced with in your college career. You are strongly urged to review this information. 
Students with disabilities:

UTEP is committed to equity in the provision of educational services to students with disabilities. If you have or suspect you have a disability that may affect your performance in this course, or requires accommodations, we will work with the Office of Disabled Student Services to accommodate your needs. You can contact the Disabled Student Services Office (DSSO) at 747-5148 or at dss@utep.edu, or visit Room 106 in the Union East Building. More information is available at www.utep.edu/dsso. 

Reading and assignment schedule: 

Any changes in the course schedule will be announced in class and on WebCT. It is your responsibility to check Web CT regularly; please note that your WebCT email does not automatically forward to your regular UTEP email.

	Date
	Theme
	Readings
	Turn in… 

	May 29
	Course intro

levels of linguistic variation
	Syllabus, student info sheet 

Luykx et al.: “Language Ideologies” (read in class)
	

	May 30
	Basic concepts: ideology, dialect, sociolect, orality vs. literacy
	Fairclough, Ch. 1

Stubbs: “Some Basic Sociolinguistic Concepts”

Giles & Niedzielski: “Myth 11: Italian Is Beautiful, German Is Ugly”
	

	May 31 Census Day
	Power differences as both reflected & reinforced in language/discourse
	Baugh: “Linguistic Profiling”

Smith: “Ebonics: A Case History”

Urciuoli: “Racialization and Language (pp. 15-40), “Keeping Between the Linguistic Lines” (pp. 97-105)
	linguistic autobio

	June 1
	Power dydnamics in discourse (cont.)
	Bosmajian: “The Language of White Racism”

Jones & Peccei: “Language and Politics” 

Fairclough Ch. 2
	

	Over the weekend
	Field observations of  El Paso’s “language ecology” (both face-to-face and media usage)

	June 4
	The globalization of English


	Baker: “World Englishes” & “Language Imperialism” (pp. 311-323)

Pennycook: “English in the World, the World in English”

Macedo: “The Politics of Intolerance”
	language ecology

	June 5
	Language shift & language death


	Evans: “Myth 19: Aborigines Speak a Primitive Language”

Harlow: “Myth 2: Some Languages Are Just Not Good Enough”
	

	June 6
	Normative monolingualism/ stigmatized bilingualism
	Baker: “The Advantages and Disadvantages of Bilingualism” (pp. 6-9; also 570-575 on bilingual students)
	

	June 7
	Language and Gender


	Moulton: “The Myth of the Neutral ‘Man’”

Miller & Swift: “One Small Step for Genkind”
	

	June 8
	Language and Gender (cont.)


	Lakoff: excerpts from “Language and Woman’s Place”

Holmes: “Myth 6: Women Talk Too Much”

Tannen: pp. 123-131, 188-215
	Midterm Exam

	Over the weekend
	Choose a text to use as “raw material” for analysis

	June 11 Drop Day 
	Textual description and analysis
	Fairclough Ch. 3-4
	brief description or copy of your chosen text

	June 12
	Standard & non-standard varieties 
	Stavans: “The Gravitas of Spanglish”

Rickford: “Suite for Ebony and Phonics”
	

	June 13
	The treatment of intra-linguistic variation in school settings
	Wolfram: “Myth 13: Black Children Are Verbally Deprived”

Labov: “The Logic of Non-Standard English”
	

	June 14
	The treatment of intra-linguistic variation in school settings (cont.)
	*Fishman: “What Has the Sociology of Language to Say to the Teacher?”

Oakland School Board Statement on Ebonics

Fairclough Ch. 5
	

	June 15
	 Critical Discourse Analysis
	Fairclough Ch. 6
	TBA 

	Over the weekend
	Work on CDA of your chosen text

	June 18
	Language Planning and Policy
	Baker: “Language as a Problem, a Right, and a Resource” (pp. 276-286)

Baker: “Hispanics in the U.S.” (pp. 307-310)

Universal Declaration of Linguistic Rights
	CDA of your chosen text

	June 19
	English Only
	Baker: “The U.S. English-Only Movement” (290-291)

Donahue: “American Language Policy and Compensatory Opinion” 

Crawford: “Anatomy of the English-Only Movement”

Proposition 227 (“English for the Children”) 
Crawford: “10 Common Fallacies About Bilingual Ed.”
	

	June 20
	English Only (cont.)
	Garcia: “Spanish Language Loss as a Determinant of Income among Latinos in the U.S.: Implications for Language Policy in Schools”
	Comparison of Prop. 277 & “10 Fallacies”

	June 21
	Reproduction of power hierarchies in schools
	Fairclough Ch. 9

Luykx (español) / Philips (English)
	Identify axes of power in Luykx or Philips 

	June 22 
	Course wrap-up
	
	Course eval., final exam


* También disponible en español – pregunta a Dra. Luykx.





