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CUNY Honors College Seminar II

The Peopling of New York

Professor Jeff Maskovsky

HNRS 125, Section AM3WA 

Spring 2006

M,W 10:50 - 12:05 PM

 HC101C


COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Welcome.   In this second Honors College seminar, we will investigate the political, economic and social life of New York City from the point of view of its working class residents.  We will focus in particular on the role that working people have played in shaping the city and the different ways that race, class, gender and ethnicity have shaped working-class institutions and politics.  We will also look at factors that have driven and drawn people to New York in successive waves of immigration and the formation and social organization of working class neighborhoods such as the Lower East Side, Chinatown, Harlem, and Jackson Heights.  During the semester, we will discuss scholarly debates over race, assimilation, and Americanization as well as those on labor movements, class and power.  We will also complete a collective research project focusing on the New York City neighborhood of Jackson Heights.  The website that you design as part of our neighborhood project will be put on display by the Honors College and will be reviewed by CHC faculty and other Seminar II university scholars.


COURSE OBJECTIVES

The students will:

1. Learn the history of immigrant neighborhood life and politics in New York City from the post-war period to the present.

2.  Gain familiarity with a broad range of contemporary theories designed to explain assimilation, racial and ethnic conflict and class politics in urban America.  

3. Gain facility in presenting and discussing complex ideas in class and in written work.
4. Learn to conduct ethnographic fieldwork and archival research and to critically analyze and present data. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

1)
Class participation. This course is offered as a "reading seminar" wherein we have the opportunity to read and discuss foundational texts slowly, carefully, and critically.  Each week we will read and discuss approximately 100 pages of text.  Please come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings, to ask questions, and to listen and respond to others' questions and comments. In addition, you will make several in-class presentations and will take turns leading class discussion. Guidelines for in-class presentations and discussion facilitation are described below.  

2) 
Topical Paper Assignment.  You must submit one short (4-6 pgs) paper linking the conceptual issues we discuss at the start of the course with the concrete ethnographic and historical material discussed in subsequent weeks.  Papers should be well argued, succinct and framed in terms of the following questions (pick one of two):

a) If race is not a biological fact, what is it? Explain how racial categories and meanings have shifted over time in the United States. Drawing on historical and ethnographic evidence described in reading materials, explain how broader racial understandings and hierarchies shape intra- and inter-community conflicts in urban America.

b) Is assimilation inevitable for all immigrants?  Compare the different theories of assimilation and cultural pluralism.  Use evidence from course readings to explain the factors that draw immigrants into mainstream cultural, political and economic institutions and the factors that encourage them to maintain their own separate institutions.

3) 
Book Review.  You must write a short (4 to 6 pgs) book review about Freeman’s Working Class New York.  See the end of this syllabus for a more detailed description of this assignment.

4) 
Neighborhood Project.   


Grading:
Participation, 20%



Paper, 25%



Book Review, 25%



Neighborhood Project, 30%

Please note also the following:

· Incompletes will not be granted, except in extraordinary circumstances and with proper documentation.  After-the-fact requests for extensions and incompletes will not be considered.  I really mean this.        


SEMINAR FORMAT

Each week, two students will be responsible for making an in-class presentation and for leading class discussion.  

Guidelines for In-Class Presentations:

The goal of each presentation is to show how scholarly work contributes to our understanding of racial, ethnic and class politics in New York City. Presentations should highlight the main theoretical suppositions of the texts, raise questions, and stimulate discussion. They should 1) begin with an overview of the presentation itself; 2) continue with a brief description and, if applicable, comparison of the theoretical frameworks discussed in the assigned texts; and 3) end with critical comments and/or a set of questions for group discussion. Presentations should be less than 20 minutes long. 

Presenters need to be as flexible as possible in leading discussion. Sometimes a text is relatively straightforward or uncontroversial.  It will be sufficient for the presenter to give a brief summary without the expectation of lengthy discussion. In other instances, however, texts can generate intense debate, especially in instances when they contradict the arguments or viewpoints raised in other texts. Often debates are great fun and lead to new insights. In rare instances, class discussion can get off on a tangent.  If this happens, presenters may need to refocus the group to the text at hand. There is sometimes a tendency for presenters to let the discussion ramble too far a field for too long.  When you are leading discussion, do not be afraid to rein it in.  Presenters should feel free to interrupt discussion politely in order to 1) keep the conversation on track; and 2) synthesize different positions on the table so that we can move on.  I would like to meet with presenters in my office in advance of your in-class presentation. 

Guidelines for Participating in Seminar Discussion:

Active classroom participation will be extremely important for this seminar, and we will work together to create a supportive and lively learning environment. Obviously, all of us – not just discussion leaders for the day – are responsible for reading the texts before class. If you normally have lots to say in your classes, I encourage you to participate enthusiastically.  But be aware that others may want to talk, too.  If you don't normally talk in your classes, feel free to bring notes or brief written comments to inspire you. In order to insure a good balance of participation by all seminar members, I ask everyone to pay close attention to the general group dynamic.  For example, in the middle of a heated discussion it is important to make sure that everyone has a chance to talk.

Please note also that people come to this class with different kinds of academic expertise, different life experiences, and different styles (both personal and cultural).  These differences can, and hopefully will, contribute positively to the substance and quality of class discussion. However, because these differences are often related to social inequalities, they can also be a source of misunderstanding and frustration.  It is thus important to keep in mind that active, respectful class participation is as much about listening to and engaging the ideas of others as it is about speaking one's own mind.  

As your professor, I have established our learning objectives, and it is therefore my obligation to ensure to the best of my ability that we reach them. I will use a variety of classroom strategies to balance the sometimes-contradictory requirements of providing accurate summaries and commentary about the texts on the one hand and allowing as much free-flowing discussion on the other. At times I will guide class discussion.  At other times I will allow discussion to progress without much intervention. Occasionally, I will interrupt a presentation to make a point. I may add summary or framing comments at the start or end of class. 


REQUIRED READING 
Joshua B. Freedman. 2000.  Working-Class New York (New York: The New Press).  

Nancy Foner. 2000. From Ellis Island to JFK (New Haven: Yale University Press).

Roger Sanjek.  1998.  The Future of Us All: Race and Neighborhood Poliics in New York City.  (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press).

A required reading packet will be available for purchase at the beginning of the semester.


OFFICE HOURS

My office is Room 250M in Powdermaker Hall.  My office phone number is 718-997-5129.  My e-mail address is Jeff_Maskovsky@qc.edu.  If you cannot make it during my office hours, please contact me by email or phone to schedule an appointment. 

Mondays 
12:30pm-1:30pm; 4:30pm-5:30pm

Or by appointment

Wednesdays
9am-10:30am



Technology Fellow Helen Davis's office is in Honors Center Temp 2.  Her e-mail address is hhdavis@gmail.com.  If you cannot make it during the office hours listed below, please contact her by email to schedule an appointment.

Mondays, 10:30am-1:30pm

Wednesdays, 10:30am-1:30pm


ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND PLAGIARISM 

Queens College takes cheating and plagiarism very seriously; if caught you may fail the course and/or be suspended from the college.  So don’t cheat.  This means that you should not take the words or ideas of another person and submit them without acknowledging the original author. Examples of plagiarism include taking phrases, sentences, paragraphs, or statistical findings from a variety of sources and piecing them together, without citing them, into a homework assignment. Taking phrases, paragraphs or papers from the internet and representing them as your own falls under this category.  There are now sophisticated search engines that prove beyond a reasonable doubt when students have downloaded web-based material and submitted it as their own.  You must always indicate when you have used an idea from someone else’s work; anything else constitutes stealing from others and violates both the ethics of this class and established academic standards.


COURSE SCHEDULE 

	Wk
	Date
	Discussion topics/Readings
	Assignments

	Wednesday, January 25, 5-9 pm: Freshman Forum

The Museum of the American Indian



	1
	1/30


	Introductions
	

	Part I: Defining Terms



	1
	2/1
	Race: Biological Fact or Social Construct? 

Lewontin, Richard, “A Question of Biology: are the races different?” In Science for the People, March/April 1982 

Omi, Michael and Howard Winant “Racial Formations” 

Brodkin, “How Jews Became White Folks”


	

	2
	2/6, 2/8


	Ethnicity, Assimilation and Acculturation

Michael Walzer, “What Does it Mean to be an ‘American’”

Stephen Steinberg, “The Melting Pot and the Color Line”

Kasinitz et al.  “Becoming American/Becoming New Yorkers”

Caroline Brettell, “Bringing the City Back In: Cities As Contexts for Immigrant Incorporation”
	First Neighborhood Project (NP) Assignment is due on 2/8

	Monday, February 13, 2006: No Class



	3
	2/15 
	Class, Privilege and Power
Steven Richard Higley, “Privilege, Power and Place”

Michael Zweig, “The Working Class Majority,” Chapters 1 and 6.


	Second NP Assignment is due on 2/15

	Monday, February 20, 2006: No Class



	Part II: Immigrants, Communities and Politics



	4-5
	2/22

2/27

3/01

 
	Migration, Global Capitalism and the City

Sanjek, Parts 1 and 2

Foner, Who they Are and Why They Have Come, From Ellis Island to JFK

Foner, Transnational Ties, From Ellis Island to JFK

Foner, The Work They Do, From Ellis Island to JFK
Foner, Immigrant Women and Work, From Ellis Island to JFK

	

	Sunday, March 5, 2006: Neighborhood Walking Tour, 

Meet at 75th and Roosevelt in Jackson Heights



	6
	3/6, 3/8
	Immigrant Community Formation
Kwong, New Chinatown, Chapter 2

Lee, Chapters 6 & 7, Koreans in the Hood
Foner, Where They Live, From Ellis Island to JFK
Foner, Going to School
	Third NP Assignment is due on 3/6

	Monday, March 6, 2006: Technology Fair – Part II 

Concourse Area, The Graduate Center



	7-8
	3/13, 3/15,

3/20, 3/22


	The City and Neighborhood Politics

Sanjek, Parts III, IV and Conclusion


	Fourth NP Assignment is due on 3/22

	9
	3/27

3/29


	In Class Work on Neighborhood Project


	Fifth NP Assignment is due on 3/29

	Part III: The Making (and Unmaking) of Working Class New York 



	10
	4/3

4/5
	Life and Labor in the Industrial Era 

Freeman, Chapters 1 to 5


	Your paper assignment is due on 4/3

	11
	4/10
	Labor Power, Social Welfare and the Welfare State

Freeman, Chapters 6 to 10


	

	Happy Spring Break

No Class: April 12-23, 2006



	12
	4/24

4/26
	In Class Work on Neighborhood Project
	NP – Preliminary Website due on 4/24



	13
	5/1

5/3
	Civil Rights and Worker Rights: Convergences and Divergences

Freeman, Chapters 11 to 14


	

	Seminar 2 Exhibitions – Monday, May 8, 5pm, 

8th Fl. Dining Commons, The Graduate Center



	14
	5/8, 5/10
	Backlash in the Post-Industrial City

Freeman, Chapters 15 to 18, Conclusion


	

	15
	5/15
	Review


	Book Review is due on 5/15

	


Peopling of New York: Book Review Assignment

Due: 5/15

Assignment: As your final assignment for our course, you will write a review essay of Joshua Freeman’s Working Class New York. The point of a scholarly book review is not to summarize the content of the book, but to situate the social scientific and/or historical merit of the book and to evaluate critically the author's purpose, thesis, contentions, and methods of analysis. Hence, the bulk of the body of your review essay will be a commentary on the book's contribution to our understanding of the peopling of New York City, and an evaluation of how convincing was the author's presentation of his thesis.

An essential feature of a good book review is the reviewer's ability to write concisely so that a comprehensive evaluation of the book can be obtained from a brief reading. So, do not write more, write more concisely -- find creative ways to communicate your critical evaluation of the book in a short essay.

Here's how the historian Jacques Barzun discussed the importance of the beginning of a book review: 

The beginning, we know is important. The  first [paragraph] should present an idea of interest to the  readers . . . . If your first words are "This book . . ." they will not be able to distinguish your review from twenty others, and they will be entitled to conclude that you have not expended  much thought on enlisting their attention. The opening statement takes the readers from where they presumably stand in point of knowledge and brings them to the book under review. The briefest possible description of its aim, scope, and place in the world therefore follows the baited opening sentence and completes the first paragraph. [Jacques Barzun, The Modern Researcher, 4th ed. (New  York, 1985), 290.] 

Among the features you will want to include in a strong review are:


• 
A discussion of the author's main contentions. 

• 
An explanation of the type of sources Freeman used, and the methods he used in choosing and organizing those sources. 


• 
An assessment of the strong points (or shortcomings) of the book. 

• 
How does this book change the way we should think about the city and the people who inhabit it. 

Finally, you will want to make references to specific portions of the book to illustrate your evaluation. The challenge will be to do as much of this as possible and yet not let it interfere with the restricted length of the essay. In other words, find creative ways to give examples from the book in a limited space. Obviously, quotations should be kept to a minimum, and should rarely exceed one sentence.

Writing Guidelines:  1. Your review should be 6-8 pages long, double-spaced and typed (standard essay format).  2. Following standard academic paper-writing practice, you must cite the specific sections of books or articles that you use in your paper. There are a number of standard ways to cite your references.  Please pick one and use it consistently throughout your essay.  3. Although you will not be penalized for spelling and grammatical errors per se, they often make writing difficult to understand.  Avoid these errors so that your essay will be clear.  4. Needless to say, do not plagiarize!!

Spring 2005 Semester 2: The Peopling of New York

Neighborhood Project

Assignment # 1

Due: 2/8

In your first neighborhood project assignment, you will collect quantitative data about Jackson Heights over the period from 1995 to 2005.  

During class, you will be divided into groups, each of which will be responsible for collecting data on a particular topic.  The groups and topics are as follows:

Group # 1 

Population;

Group # 2

Commerce, including number and types of businesses; 

Group # 3

Services, including governmental and non-governmental organizations and institutions and religious institutions;

Group # 4

Geography – boundaries, public transportation, commercial corridor, residential areas, public space.

Each individual is responsible for finding two to three maps, graphs or charts on the above subjects or you can make your own based on data that you collect. You must then work with your fellow group members to devise a short (<5 minutes) presentation of the information you collected to the rest of the class.  Each student must participate in the group presentation.  

You are especially encouraged to find quantitative information reflecting change over time.  Later in the semester, we can work on creating composite cartograms of the data that you gather.  For now, it is crucial that you gain familiarity with numerical representations of the neighborhood.  

A few potential sources to start with include:

· http://scholar.google.com – general search engine specialized for academic research

· http://www.census.gov – United States government census data

·  http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/lucds/cdstext.html - New York government community profiles

· Academic Search Premier, JSTOR, Lexis Nexus, WorldCat – databases available through the QC library

For some groups, you may also find it useful to consult more quotidian sources such as the Jackson Heights business telephone directory or the good old Yellow Pages.  

Important Note: You must submit complete citations for all sources, including materials downloaded from the web.  
Spring 2005 Semester 2: The Peopling of New York

Neighborhood Project

Assignment # 2

Due: 2/17

In your second neighborhood project assignment, you will explore the question: Is Jackson Heights a successful, diverse community or an intolerant and ethnocentric community?  

The assignment has three parts.  First, you must read the following three articles and book chapters about Jackson Heights.  

· Philip Kasinitz, Mohamad Bazzi and Randal Doane.  1998. “Jackson Heights, New York” in Cityscape, Vol. 4, No. 2.

· K.C. Williams. 2002. “Fear, Desperation, and Hope in Jackson Heights:The Effects of the Terrorist Attacks on Immigrant Communities.” In Literary Harvest.  Literary Assistance Center, pp. 1-10.

· Jones-Correa, “Intimate Strangers: Immigration to Queens.” 1998.  In Two Nations: The Political Predicament of Latinos in New York.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Second, you must write a one- to two-page response. Your reading response should not summarize the reading material. Rather, it should answer the question posed above. Those of you in groups 1 and 2 must answer that Jackson Heights is a successful, diverse community, while those of you in groups 3 and 4 must argue the opposite.  We will debate the issue during class on February 17th.  In your response, you must pick out several interesting or provocative features from the reading material and use them as evidence for cross-racial and -ethnic cooperation on the one hand or ethnic and racial division on the other. 


Third, you must compile a list of important people, organizations and institutions based on the reading material.   Each item should include a short, one sentence description.  You should attach a copy of this list to your response paper.  We will use this information during subsequent stages of our neighborhood project. 

The really industrious among you should feel free to base your response papers on additional reading materials procured through your own independent or group library research.

Spring 2005 Semester 2: The Peopling of New York

Neighborhood Project

Assignment # 3

Due: 3/3

In your third neighborhood project assignment, you will write a paper reflecting your impressions of Jackson Heights based on the walking tour.  Immediately after the walking tour, sit down while your impressions are fresh and write a 2-3 page response in which you compare the impressions of the community that you gained from the walking tour to the impressions that you had formed through your reading and research.  Give specific examples from both the walking tour and the readings.  At the end of the paper, write down at least five questions (about the residents, diversity, cooperation, neighborhood divisions, and so forth) that you would like the group to pursue as part of the neighborhood project.

Spring 2005 Semester 2: The Peopling of New York

Neighborhood Project

Assignment # 4

Due: 3/3

In your forth neighborhood project, you will collect interview data from residents and others in Jackson Heights.  The purpose of the data is to gain an understanding of how different groups perceive the neighborhood, its people, and its major institutions.  You are responsible for completing each of the following stages of this assignment no later than March 17th.  

First, you must develop four broad categories of important people, places, organizations and institutions in the neighborhood.  Then you must assign each category to the established NP groups.  Laura Kaehler will set aside time during class on Thursday, March 3rd, for the class to complete this stage of the assignment.  

Second, each group must finalize a list of individuals that it would like to interview.  You may draw from the attached list, which can be sorted into the categories that you have established. You may also want to rely on your own initiative.  In instances where you know the name of an institution, organization or place but you do not a person associated with it, you must do the necessary legwork to identify a reliable informant (or two) who can represent the institution, organization or place. 

Third, you must schedule and complete no less than five interviews per group before March 17th.  Each group must first decide on a list of questions you wish to ask your informants.  Be careful during your interviews to make sure that you give your informants an opportunity to express themselves fully.  This means try to keep the interview questions as open ended as possible. Each group must also develop a strategy to record the data you collect through interviews.  Laura Kaehler will discuss some recording options with you in class on March 3rd.  Pen and paper also works.  So do tape recorders. You must also consider the ethnic of interviewing and of fieldwork more generally.  We will discuss this topic next week during class.  

Fourth, you must conduct what social scientists call a cognitive mapping exercise with your informants.  The optimal time for this is immediately following the interview. The purpose of this exercise is to gain a sense of your informants’ subjective geographic perspectives on the neighborhood.  I have attached a list of questions that will guide you through the exercise with your informants. 

Cognitive Mapping Exercise

First, ask your informants the following questions and record his or her answers here:

1) Where is the center of your center of your neighborhood? Is there a street, shopping place, park or school that is at the center of your neighborhood?

2) What landmarks are in your neighborhood? Is there a church, school, government building, or fire station?

3) Where is your favorite place to go in the neighborhood?

4) Where is your least favorite place?

5) How do you get from your house to work/school/church /synagogue/mosque and so forth?

6) What three things would you do to make your neighborhood better?

7) How big is your neighborhood? Where does your neighborhood stop and another neighborhood begin?
Next, ask your informant to draw a map of her or his neighborhood on the other side of this sheet.   Ask him or her to draw the answers to the questions he or she just answered onto his or her map. Be sure to include the informants’ name and his or her organizational affiliation.

Partial List of People, Places, Organizations, Institutions

1) Leslie Cagan, Resident, Founder, United for Peace and Justice*
2) Community Board 3 

3) Community United Methodist Church (Dr. Ronald Tompkins, pastor)

4) Forrest Hills Community House

5) I.S 145

6) Jackson Heights Beautification Group, 

7) Jackson Heights Community Development Corporation (Eric Jacobs, executive 

8) Jackson Heightz Lesbian and Gay Pride Committee

9) Jackson Heights Neighborhood Association

10) Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz, Resident, Founder, Jews For Racial and Economic Justice*
11) Julie Kushner, Former Resident, NYC Labor Movement Activist*
12) LACE (Local Arts Collaborative and Exchange of the Jackson Heights Community Development Corporation)

13) Little India

14) Little Colombia

15) Jaime Manrique, Colombian-American writer

16) New Immigrant Community Empowerment (Bryan Pu-Folkes, Executive Director)

17) Jose Peralta, member, NY State Assembly* 

18) Queens Gays and Lesbians United (Ed Sedarbaum, founder)

19) Queensboro Corporation 

20) School Board 30

Spring 2005 Semester 2: The Peopling of New York

Neighborhood Project

Assignment # 5

Due: March 29

In your fifth neighborhood project assignment, you will analyze the data that you collected in the last two weeks.  This assignment has three parts.

First, you must work together as a class to develop a theme for the website.

Second, you must write up an individual report (2-3 pages) based on the interview and cognitive mapping exercise data you collected.  In the report, you should describe in as much detail as possible your informant’s experiences in and perspectives on the neighborhood of Jackson Heights.  

This report should not be a summary of the data you collected.  Rather, it should be an analysis of that data.  In order to accomplish this, pleas read through your field notes, listen to your taped interviews, and take a look at the cognitive maps you collected.  Then write up a brief report in which you relate findings from your data to the class theme.  Ideally, you should incorporate into your report direct quotes from your informants, and you should make explicit reference to your informants’ cognitive maps. 

Finally, you must also write an assessment of your fieldwork experiences: your success, the problems you encountered and the lessons you learned. Would you do it differently if in the future you are asked to do the same assignment?  This part of the assignment should be no longer than one-half page.

� Please note that you may have to identify new informants for many of these organizations.


* I have contact information for this person on file in my office.














