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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Welcome. This course will introduce you to the field of Urban Studies.  We will investigate why cities are places of economic and political opportunity for some and places of deprivation, discrimination, violence and impoverishment for others.  We will explore how urban restructuring since WWII has increased the income gap in major metropolitan areas such as New York.  We will also discuss different theories of urban poverty and inequality and examine the impact of immigration, racial segregation, suburbanization, public policies, and social movements on U.S. cities and their inhabitants.  We will pay special attention to the existence of inequalities based on race, class, gender, and sexuality and will analyze proposals to reduce these inequalities.


TIME AND PLACE

Class lectures are scheduled for Mondays from 10:15 to 12:05 in KY 170.   Review sessions are scheduled for Wednesdays.  Please attend the review session that corresponds with the section for which you are registered. 

Section AM4WA: 11:15-12:05, PH116


Section AM4WB: 10:15-11:05, PH116  

 

Section AM4WC: 9:15-10:05, PH 116

Section AM4WD: 1:40-2:30, KY318


COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

1)
Class participation.  Please come to lectures and review sessions prepared to discuss the assigned readings, to ask questions, and to listen and respond to others' questions and comments. Regular attendance is the best way for you to ensure your success in this course.  

2) 
Discussion Preparation.  In order to encourage advanced preparation for discussion sessions, we ask you to complete eight (out of a total of ten) short assignments over the course of the semester.  You will receive credit only for accurate, timely and original work.  You are free to choose any eight of the ten assignments (and can therefore also choose which two assignments to miss).  Please also keep the following guidelines in mind: 

a) Assignments must be handed in anytime before the eleventh minute of class on the date upon which they are due;

b) Assignments will be handed out during lectures and will be posted to our course Blackboard website.  As a matter of course policy, we cannot send assignments to you by email.  Sorry about this, but there are simply too many of you for us to be able to provide this level of individualized administrative support. 

c) Because we allow you to miss two assignments for any reason, it follows then that no late assignments will be accepted.  It also follows that we cannot accept excuses after you have already skipped two assignments. We know that some of you will try anyway, but we really mean this.  You read it here first: No exceptions!  Note that we might give out an extra, optional eleventh assignment towards the end of the semester if the class as a whole is respectful of these guidelines.  


3) 
Midterm Exam.  This exam covers the first half of the course.  The exam is comprised of short- and medium-length questions.  We will distribute a study sheet the week before the exam. 

4)
Final exam.  This is a cumulative exam.  The exam is comprised of short- and medium-length questions and a longer essay question.  We will distribute a study sheet the week before the exam.

Grading:
Discussion Preparation, 25%



Midterm Exam, 30%



Final Exam, 45%

Please note also the following:

· People come to this class with different kinds of academic expertise, different life experiences, and different customs (both individual and cultural).  These differences can, and hopefully will, contribute positively to the substance and quality of class discussion. However, because these differences are often related to social inequalities, they can also be a source of misunderstanding and frustration.  It is thus important to keep in mind that active, respectful class participation is as much about listening to and engaging the ideas of others as it is about speaking one's own mind.  

· Incompletes will not be granted, except in extraordinary circumstances and with proper documentation.  After-the-fact requests for extensions and incompletes will not be considered.  We really mean this.        


BLACKBOARD

Weekly lecture outlines, homework assignments, and grades will be posted to our course web page on the CUNY Blackboard server.    Information on how to log on to Blackboard is available through the Office of Converging Technologies.


REQUIRED READING 

There is no required textbook for this class, but you will be assigned between 20 and 50 pages of reading each week.  A reading packet will be available for purchase at the beginning of the semester.  

 

OFFICE HOURS

Professor Maskovsky’s office is Room 250M in Powdermaker Hall.  His office phone number is 718-997-5129.  His e-mail address is Jeff.Maskovsky@qc.cuny.edu.  If you cannot make it during the office hours listed below, please contact him by email or phone to schedule an appointment. 

Mondays 12:15pm-1:30pm; Wednesdays, 12:15pm to 1:30pm or by appointment.

Instructor Caruso’s office is Room 250J in Powdermaker Hall.  His office phone number is 718-997-5130.  His e-mail address is chris.caruso@gmail.com. If you cannot make it during the office hours listed below, please contact him by email or phone to schedule an appointment.

Wednesdays, 12:15pm-1:30pm; or by appointment.


ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND PLAGIARISM 

Queens College takes cheating and plagiarism very seriously; if caught you may fail the course and/or be suspended from the college.  Don’t copy other people’s work. This means that you should not take the words or ideas of another person and submit them without acknowledging the original author. Examples of plagiarism include copying from another student’s homework assignment or taking phrases, sentences, paragraphs, or statistical findings from a variety of sources and piecing them together without citing them.  Taking phrases, paragraphs or papers from course readings, the internet or other students and representing them as your own falls under this category.  You must always indicate when you have used an idea from someone else’s work; anything else constitutes stealing from others and violates both the ethics of this class and established academic standards. There are now sophisticated search engines that prove beyond a reasonable doubt when students have downloaded web-based material and submitted it as their own.


COURSE SCHEDULE 

Wk
Date
Readings/discussion topics
1
8/30
Introduction
2 
9/04
No Class – Happy Labor Day!!!

9/06 
Lecture # 1: Rich and Poor in the 21st Century
· Doug Henwood, “Boom For Whom?” 

· Economic Policy Institute, “Income Picture”

· The Economist, “Meritocracy in America: Ever higher society, ever harder to ascend”

· Devah Pager and Bruce Western, “Race at Work” 

Note: Reading materials for week # 1 are also available at the following web addresses:

· http://www.leftbusinessobserver.com/IncPov98.html
· http://www.epi.org/content.cfm/webfeatures_econindicators_income20050831
· http://www.economist.com/world/na/displayStory.cfm?story_id=3518560
· www.princeton.edu/~pager/race_at_work.pdf
Second Note: Wednesday is Monday at Queens College; please follow Monday schedule; class will be held in KY170 on 9/06!


3
9/11
Lecture # 2: Theories of   Impoverishment 

· Goldsmith and Blakely, Separate Societies, Chapter 1, pp. 1-14

· Laura Maggi, “The Poor Count,” American Prospect

9/13
Discussion Session # 1
4
9/18
Lecture # 3: The Historical Development of U.S. Cities 

· John J. Macionis and Vincent N. Parrillo, "The Development of North American Cities"

9/20
Discussion Session # 2
5
9/25 
Lecture # 4: Globalization and Underemployment 

· Gregory Pappas, The Magic City, Chapters 2 and 3

9/27
Discussion Session # 3
6
10/2  
No Class – Yom Kippur
10/3
Lecture # 5: Migration and Inequality
· Peter Kwong, “Poverty Despite Family Ties”

NOTE: Tuesday is Monday at Queens College; please follow Monday schedule!

10/5
Discussion Session # 4
7
10/9
No class – Columbus Day
10/11
Discussion Session # 5
8
10/16
Lecture # 6: The New Urban Segregation 

· Massey and Denton, Am5erican Apartheid, Chapter 4, The Continuing Causes of Segregation 

· Gregory Squires, “The Indelible Color Line: The Persistence of Housing Discrimination,” American Prospect

10/18
Discussion Session # 6
9
10/23
Midterm Exam
10/25
Midterm Discussion 

10
10/30
Lecture # 7: Urban Development Policy 

· Peter Eisinger, “The Politics of Bread and Circuses”

· Joe Restuccia, Gotham Gazette, “Another Sad West Side Story”

· James Odato, “Jets stadium in Manhattan: Boon or boondoggle for state.”

11/1
Discussion Session # 7
11
11/6
Lecture # 8: The Militarization of Urban Space 

· Mike Davis, “Fortress Los Angeles: the Militarization of Urban Space

11/8
Discussion Session # 8
12
11/13
Lecture # 9: Urban Politics
· John Mollenkopf, “Political Inequality” 

· Roger Sanjek, “Color-Full before Color Blind: the emergence of multiracial neighborhood politics in Queens, NY”

11/15
Discussion Session # 9
13
11/20
Lecture # 10: Health and Welfare in the City
· Randy Albelda and Chris Tilly, “It’s a Family Affair: Women, Poverty and Welfare”

· Helen Epstein, “Ghetto Miasma: Enough To Make You Sick?"

11/22
No Class – Wednesday is Friday at Queens College; please follow your Friday schedule. 

14
11/27
Lecture # 11: Racial Inequalities and the Criminal Justice

System 

· David Cole, “No Equal Justice: Race and Class in the American Criminal Justice System”

· Christian Parenti, “The ‘New’ Criminal Justice System: State Repression from 1968 to 2001”

11/29
Discussion Session # 10
15
12/4 
Lecture # 12: Environmental Racism and Sustainable Cities
· Robert Bullard, Dumping in Dixie, Chapters 2 and 5

· Andrea Simpson, “Who Hears Their Cry?  African American Women and the Fight for Environmental Justice in Memphis, Tennessee”

12/6
Discussion Session # 11
16
12/11
Review

12/13
 Discussion Session # 12
Final Exam – To be scheduled between 12/15 and 12/22

