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Academics, policy makers, and social reformers have long concerned themselves with understanding the urban poor.  This seminar takes a critical look
at the structural forces creating urban spaces popularly regarded as “barrios” and “ghettos” and interrogates how such spaces are often used to explain
a variety of social problems.  While racialization is certainly a key axis of spatialized inequality, course readings and discussions encourage a carefully
historicized approach to understanding how gender, sexuality, ethnicity and citizenship shape the livelihoods of marginalized groups. This course
begins with a discussion of New Orleans and how race, class, and public policy contributed to disastrous consequences following Hurricane Katrina. 
Subsequent course readings provide critical historical context for understanding urban inequality, past and present, beginning with late 19th and early
20th century Chicago and how urban reformers, social scientists and city officials addressed and understood the challenges of immigration and black
migration in a new urban context. The seminar ends with an examination of new landscapes of inequality including neoliberal approaches to social
problems.  Course readings in between explore a wide range of issues, include narratives of health, segregation and citizenship as well as racialized
discourses of juvenile delinquency; how culture of poverty and underclass theory explain racialized inequality; and finally how do we understand
black and Latina/o gentrification. Course materials and assignments are designed to critically interrogate the reified and ahistorical categories “slum”,
“ghetto”, and “barrio.” 
  
Required Texts

Arlene Dávila  Barrio dreams: Puerto Ricans, Latinos and the Neoliberal City.  2004.  University of California Press.  
Chester Hartman and Gregory D. Squires.  2006.  There is No Such Thing As A Natural Disaster: Race, Class and Hurricane Katrina.  New York:

Routledge.
Eduardo Obregón Pagán.  2003. Murder at the sleepy lagoon: Zoot suits, race and riots in wartime L.A.  University of North Carolina Press.
Nayan Shah.  2001.Contagious divides: Epidemics and race in San Francisco’s Chinatown.  University of California Press.  
Mario Small  2004.  Villa Victoria: The transformation of social capital in a Boston barrio. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Thomas Sugrue.  1996. The origins of the urban crisis.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.   
Sudhir Venkatesh. 2002.  American Project. Harvard University Press.  
William Julius Wilson. 1990 reprint edition. The truly disadvantaged.  University of Chicago Press.  

All textbooks can be purchased at the college bookstore. Additional articles are available on Blackboard.

REQUIREMENTS

Participation and attendance 25%
8 Critical Reviews 40% 
Final Project  35%

I.  Class Attendance and Participation 

The success of this seminar is contingent on your thoughtful engagement with the texts and with the comments, critiques and issues raised by your
classmates and your instructor.  Therefore, your attendance, timely arrival, and informed participation in class are absolutely required and constitute a
quarter of your final grade.  If you anticipate missing class, please inform me by email of your absence prior to class. Each unexcused absences will
reduce your grade by 2/3 (from an A to an B+, for example). If you are arrive to class once class has begun, you will be considered absent. Finally,
missing more than 3 seminars will result in a failing grade.

II.  Written Assignments

Critical Reviews, 8 total (5% each):  In order to facilitate critical thinking and class discussion, each student will submit critical reviews of weekly
readings. Each review should include a brief discussion of the author’s argument, methods, and key points from the text you believe relevant for
seminar discussion.  You are encouraged to refer to other course readings in these reviews as a way of critically examining how different writers
understand, analyze and explain the relationship among inequality, race and space.  Although you are responsible for 10 sets of readings, you will be
asked to submit 8 critical reviews for the weeks you choose. Each review must be submitted into the digital drop box on Blackboard by the
Tuesday prior to class at 5pm. Since these writing assignments are designed to organize seminar discussion, late reviews will not be accepted.

Final Project (10–15 pages): According to Hartman and Squires, “there is no such thing as a natural disaster.” In other words, race, class, gender and
sexuality all shape the way cities are planned and organized; they also significantly inform social outcomes in natural disasters, such as Hurricane
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Katrina.  The final project for this course is a class project focused on New Orleans and Hurricane Katrina.  Each student will work as part of a group
to identify some aspect of Hurricane Katrina and the aftermath and critically explore the issues, problems, and challenges facing residents of New
Orleans as they rebuild the city. What kind of city will be built (or is being built) in wake of Katrina? What has happened in local community
organizing in recent years? What is the role of artists in the process of rebuilding Katrina? How are race, class and immigration implicated in official
discourses of New Orleans’ future?  What sorts of radical and liberatory futures are imagined and possible for New Orleans?  I encourage you to be
creative in your research questions and methods. We will spend significant time throughout the semester discussing our class project, and each group
will meet with me the week of October 15th to discuss your work on the project. Each group will also have an opportunity to make an oral presentation
in the final 2 weeks of the course and complete a written component for the project.

P/NP or CR/NE:  If you are taking this class P/NP or CR/NE, you must fulfill all course obligations to receive credit.  

ACADEMIC INCOMPLETES at the end of the semester will not be given except case of an emergency.  

HONOR CODE:  The policies described in the Oberlin College Honor Code apply to this class.  Written work must include proper citations and must
be the product of your own work. You are also required to include the following statement on all written assignments:  "I affirm that I have adhered to
the Honor Code in this assignment."  If you have any questions about how to properly cite sources or about the Honor Code, please feel free to
approach me.  For more information on the Honor Code, see http://www.oberlin.edu/students/student_pages/honor_code.html

STUDENTS NEEDING EXTRA ASSISTANCE:  Please speak with me if you need disability-related accommodations in this course.  Student
Academic Services is also an important resource for students needing academic assistance.  Please contact Jane Boomer, Coordinator of Services for
Students with Disabilities, Peters G27, extension 58467.

CLASS SCHEDULE

September 5: Introduction

September 12: Disasters and social inequality
READ: There is no such thing as a natural disaster 

September 19:  The City, Urban Ethnography and Race
READINGS:  Philpott, “The Ghetto” and “The Slum” (All Philpott readings on BB); Drake and Cayton, “The black ghetto,” (B); Heap, “The city

as a sexual laboratory” (BB); Arredondo, “Navigating ethno-racial currents, Mexicans in Chicago, 1919–1939” (BB).

September 26: Disease, Space, and Racial Difference in San Francisco
READ: Contagious divides 

October 3: Youth, Delinquency and Contested Boundaries in Los Angeles
READ:  Murder at the Sleepy Lagoon; Sánchez, “Workers and consumers: A community emerges” (BB). 

October 10:  Housing Policy, Race, and Spatialized Inequality
READ: Sugrue, Introduction and chapters 1-3 and 7-9 and Conclusion; Hirsch, “Massive resistance in the urban north: Trumball Park, Chicago,”

(access through JSTOR link below) 
 HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0021-8723%28199509%2982%3A2%3C522%3AMRITUN%3E2.0.CO%3B2-1"
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0021-8723%28199509%2982%3A2%3C522%3AMRITUN%3E2.0.CO%3B2-1

October 17:  Families, Sexuality and the Culture of Poverty
READINGS: Lewis, “Introduction: The culture of poverty” (BB); Moynihan, “The Negro family: The case for National action” (Reserve Room,

Mudd); di Leonardo, “The three bears, the great goddess, and the American temperament,” (BB); Briggs, “La Vida, Moynihan, and other
libels,” (BB)

*******************October 20-28 Fall Break*******************

October 31:  The Underclass
READ: The truly disadvantaged

 
November 7:  Segregation, agency and Chicago public housing

READ: American project  

November 14:  Rethinking social capital, public housing and community
READ:  Villa Victoria 

November 21 Thanksgiving No Class
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November 28: Neoliberalism and Latinidad in New York City
READ:  Barrio dreams

December 5: Student Presentations

December 12: Student Presentations and final comments
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