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Anthropology 0066F: Families and Households
Brown University Fall 2007
Monday, 3:00- 5:20 PM
111 Thayer Street - Watson Institute Room 112

Nicholas Townsend

Office: 107 Giddings House

Phone: 863-9343

email: Nicholas_ Townsend@brown.edu
Office hours: Tu 10:30-11:30 and Tu 1:30-2:30

Course objectives

I. a) To learn about the variation in human families over time and between cultures.
b) To examine critically concepts, such as “family”, “household”, “parent”, and “marriage”, that are generally taken for granted.
¢) To examine our own values and situations within families.

II. a) To understand what is meant by an “anthropological perspective”.
b) To consider, with respect but not necessarily with approval, a variety of cultural
viewpoints and practices.
¢) To identify dominant cultural values and hegemonic positions and their relationships to structures of power and inequality.
d) To explore the articulation between individual lives and social structures.

II1. a) To participate in civil debate, to listen carefully to others, and to support our own points with evidence.

b) To develop skills of academic research and presentation.

¢) To read carefully, critically, but with particular attention to their contributions, examples of popular and scholarly writing about family and
household.

* [ encourage all students to come to my office hours, or to make an appointment to talk to me, whether they are having difficulties or not. If'
you do have any problems, please let me know as soon as possible so that we have time to work out solutions.

* If you have a physical or learning disability and need to make particular arrangements for taking the course, please see me as soon as
possible.

* Let me know in advance, or as soon as possible, if medical or other emergencies make it impossible for you to meet any deadline.
Otherwise, late assignments will get less credit than timely ones.

Evaluation

Grading in this seminar will be based on the extent to which you meet the course objectives, expand your knowledge, and develop skills. Toward the
end of the semester, each student will write an evaluation of her or his participation, performance, and achievement which I will discuss with each of
you individually. There are some structured activities that will focus your efforts towards success.

1) Contribution, participation, and attendance in class; and participation in online discussion. I expect you to contribute your questions, insights,
knowledge, and experience. I also count on you to express your doubts and disagreements about information and opinions presented by me, by
other students, or by course materials present. Your participation should make this course better for everyone.

2) Brief written reactions to the readings, films, guest lectures, and class discussion. The activities you write about may include campus and
community events that are not part of this class, for instance talks, speeches, films, performances, current events, discussions, demonstrations,
etc. on campus and in the communities in which you live. When you report such activities you should describe them briefly and explain their
relevance to the work of the class. You will post your reactions to an on-line discussion group. You may post as often as you like, but quality,
relevance, and conciseness count more than mere length and frequency. Each student should post at least 10 reactions or comments, and in at
least 10 weeks, during the semester. These reactions can be as short as 200 words but not longer than 1000. You can include annotated
references and links to other sources. Your writing should comment on, explicate, or elaborate some specific and cited point in the material;
however relevant it may be, personal anecdote or opinion unsupported by reference to course material does not fulfill this requirement.
Personal experience connected to course material in mutual illumination is, however, a valuable contribution. Reactions should be posted to
the course discussion group by midnight on the Saturday before the reading is due or before midnight on the day after a film or other event in
or out of the classroom.

3) Research or descriptive exercises. Your reports on these should combine observation with appropriate application of concepts and information
from readings and class. (These exercises will be described in class and in handouts.)

4) Final paper. This paper will build on the research exercises you will do during the semester. In it you should situate your own experience of
family life and your hopes, plans, and anxieties about your future family life, within the contexts of: 1) history, 2) variation within your society,
and 3) cross-cultural variation. You will be expected to incorporate and cite material from course readings and discussions, other scholarly
sources, and other relevant sources. We will discuss this assignment early in the semester.
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Required Books (all paperbacks)

Herdt, Gilbert. 2006. The Sambia: Ritual, Sexuality, and Change in Papua New Guinea. 2nd Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. ISBN-13:
9780534643836 (paperback)

Lareau, Annette. 2003. Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life. Berkeley, CA: U. of California Press. ISBN 0-520-23950-4 (paperback)

Ross, Susan M. (editor). 2006. American Families Past and Present: Social Perspectives on Transformations. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers U. P.
ISBN-13: 978-0-8135-3818-1 (paperback)

Townsend, Nicholas W. 2002. The Package Deal: Marriage, Work, and Fatherhood in Men s Lives. Philadelphia: Temple U. P. ISBN 1-56639-958-
0 (paperback)

Other readings and activities may be assigned as the seminar develops. Any other readings will be available online, very easily available, or
distributed.
SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS

Important note: You should do the reading before the seminar meeting for which it is assigned. The amount and character of the readings vary from
week to week. Plan accordingly.

172l

ept. 10 Introduction — what do we mean by “family” and “household”?

Sept. 17 Historical change in families in the US
Read: American Families Pages 1-116.

Sept. 24 Cultural values, social structure, and fatherhood in the U.S. 1.
Read: The Package Deal Pages 1-116

Due Sept.24: Papers on family trees

Oct. 1 Cultural values, social structure, and fatherhood in the U.S. II.
Read: The Package Deal, pages 117-204.

(7 October, University Holiday, no class meeting)

Oct. 15 Politics, policy, and families.
Read: American Families, Pages 259-337.

Oct. 22 Cultural values, social structure, and fatherhood in New Guinea.
Read: The Sambia

Due Oct. 22: Papers on families in the news

Oct. 29 Culture, context, and the re-definition of roles in families.
Read:  American Families, pages 155-255.
Read:  Papers on families in the news

Nov. 5 Class, race, and the experience of childhood. I.
Read: Unequal Childhoods, pages ix-xii, 1-133, and 259-274.
Read:  Papers on families in the news

Nov. 12 Class, race, and the experience of childhood. II.
Read: Unequal Childhoods, pages 134-257.

Read:  Papers on families in the news

Due Nov. 12: Report on family forms or roles in a non-Western society

Nov. 19 Cross-cultural variation in family forms. L.
Read:  Reports on family forms or roles in a non-Western society

Nov. 26 Cross-cultural variation in family forms. II.
Read:  Reports on family forms or roles in a non-Western society

Due Nov. 26: Paper on family in your life
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Dec. 3 Families in our futures. 1.
Read:  American Families, pages 119-149.
Read:  Papers on family in your life
Re-read: American Families, pages 11-51 and 65-81.

Dec. 10 Families in our futures. II.
Read:  Papers on family in your life

Final papers due by midnight on Dec 14
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